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Z. Test. Esq., M.D., Union Springs, CayugaCo., New York, U.S.A, 
Le Comte de Bullet, Hotel de l'Athence, Rue Scribe, Paris. 
J. L. O'Sullivan, Esq., 30, Upper Gloucester-place, Dorset-square, 
London, N.W. e 
Captain R. F. Burton, F.2.G.8.. H. M, Consul, Trieste, Austria. 
A. R. Wallace, Esge F.R. G.S. Rosehill, Dorking 
isaac B. Rich, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A. 
Adie. Huet, 173, Rue St, Honore, Paris. 
W. S. Godbe, Esq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A. 
Dr, Grunhut, Waitzner Boulevard, 57, Buda-Pesth, Hungary. 
Dr. A. E. Nehrer, Eperjes, Hungary. 
J. W. Day, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Hallock, 54, Denbigh-street. Belgrave-road, S.W. | 
Dr. R. Hallock, 54, Denbigh-street, Belgrave-road, S.W. 
Signor Damiani, Sallta Pontecorvo, 60, Naples. 
Dr. Puel. 73, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris. y 
Tlerr J. FI. Stratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-strasse, near Vienna, 
M. Cochet, Rue Tanger, Algiers. 
Allied Societies. 
The Liverpool Psychological Society. Sceretary—S. Pride, Esq., 
8, Gramplan-road, Edge-lane. Liverpool, . 
L’Union Spirite et Magnetique. Secretary—M. Charles Fritz, 121, 
Rue de Louvain, Brussels, 
The Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sce.—Ii, E. Frances, 
Est., 22, Cowley-road, Brixton, S.W. 
The Spiriter- Forseher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary, M, Anton 
Prochaszka, Josefstadt Erzherzog Alexander-gassc, 23, 
. Buda-Pesth, Hungary. 
Dalston Association of Enquirers into Spiritualism. Hon. Sceretary, 
T, Blyton. Esq., 74, Nayariuo-road, Dalston, E. 
The Cardiff Spiritual Society. Hou. Sec., IL-C. Emery, Esq. St. 
Mary-street, Cardiff 
Sociedad Espiritista Espanola, Cervantes 34, 2°, Madrid. Presi- 
dent—¥1 Visconde de Torres-Solanot. 
Socledad’Esplrita Central de la Republica Mexicana Presldent— 
Senor Refugio T. Gonzalez,7, Calle de Amedo, Mexico, 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF SPIRITUALISTS. 

88, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON. 
This organisation, comprising several hundred memhers, 

has public offices, a reading-room and library, with a secretary 

in attendance to receive visitors and answer inquiries. Seances 

can ba attended by recommendation from a member, Terms, 

for use of library and readiog-room, one guinea per anhum. 


THE LIVERPOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 


OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1877. 


Prestdent.— William Hitebman, Esq., M.D. 
Vice-President —John Priest, Esq. 
Secretary.—Mr, Samuel Pride, 8, Grampian-road, Edge-lane, 
Liverpool. 

Treasurer. —Mr. Edward Nock, 

Auditors.—Mr, Chariton and Mr. Chatham. 
Trustees—Mr Joseph Shepherd, Mr. John Chapman, and 
James Wason, Esq. 

Executive Commiitee—Mrs. Ainsworth, Mrs. Hulley, Mrs. Nos- 
worthy, Mrs. Wharmby, Mr. Ainsworth, Mr, Casson, Mr, 
Davies, Mr. Foden. Mr. Fowler. Mr. Jones, Mr. A. Lamont, 
Mr. J. Lamont, Mr. Norris, Mr. Richard Nosworthy, and 
Mr. Wharmby. 


EE object of this Association is the discovery 

of truth in connection with Psychology. 
The Society secks to attain its object by the following 
measures, or such of them as from time to time are found to 
be practicable. 

1.—By frequent meetings of its members for conference, 
inquiry, instruction, mental improvement, spiritual culture, 
socia] intercourse, and healthful recreation. 

2.—By engaging in the education of children and others, for 
the purpose of developing their physical, mental, end spiritual 
powers. 

3.—By the dissemination of knowledge by means of public 
discussion, lectures, reading-rooms, the press, and spirit com- 
munion, 

Jauuary, 1877, 
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QPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE IDENTI- 
CAL WITH MODERN SPIRITUALISM. By F. J. 
THEOBALD, Price 2d. 
London: E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane. E.C.; W. H., 
Harrison, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C.; F, J. Theobald, 
13, St. John’s-road, Lewisham High-road, S.E. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN 
SPIRITUALISM. 
By EUGENE CROWELL, M.D. 

One of the best books published in conncctlon with Modern 
Spiritualiem for maoy years, and @ standard work on tbe 
rubject. The author has studied the fects and phenomena for 
a lengthened period, and deals in an intelligent manner with 
the problems and difficulties presented. 

In two vols, price 108. 6d, each; postage 8d. per volume, 


London: Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office. 


REVUE SPIRITE, Journal d’études psycho- 
logiquos, fondé par Allan Kardec, appears on the Ist 
of every.month, Price, 1 franc. Published by the Société 
Anonyme, 7, Rue de Lille, Paris. Post-Office orders payable 
to M. Leymarie, 


(CURATIVE MESMERISM. — PROFESSOR 
ADOLPHE DIDIER, Consulting Mesmerist (thirty years 
established) attends patients and may be consnlted daily at 
his residence, 10, Berkeley-gardens, Campden-hill, Kensington. 


i are BANNER OF LIGHT: The oldest 
journal devoted to the Spiritual Philosophy in the 
world! Issued weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, 
Mass. Colby and Rich, publishers and proprietors. Isaac B. 
Rich, business manager; Luther Colby, editor: aided by a 
large corps of able writers. The Banner ig & first-class, eight- 
paged family paper, containing forty columns of interesting 
and instructive reading, embracing a literary department, 
reports of spiritual lectures, original essays—upon spiritual, 
philosophical and scientific subjects; editorial department 

splrit-msssage department; contributions by the most talented 
writers in the world, &c, &c. Terms of subscription, in 
advance, 15s. per annum; Spiritualist Newspaper Branch 
Office, 38 Great Russoll-street, London, W.C, 
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RS. OLIVE has a FREE SEANCE for 
avs Healing every Monday morning at 11 punctually. The 
Public Seances on Tucsday 7 o'clock and Fridays 3 pm. 
are discontinued, but Spirltualist friends are admitted as 
usual at those hours. Private consultations by arrangement, 
one guinea. Trance, clairvoyance, healing, development, &c. 
Established seven ycars. Residence, 15, Ainget-Terrace, King 
Henry's-road, N.W. Close to Chalk Farm Station. f 


R. J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL 
TRANCE SPEAKER. is prepared to receive calls ag 

usual, to lecture in London or the provinces, All Letters 
to be addressed to him at Warwick Cottage, Old Pord-road 
Bow, London, È, f 


DLLE. HUET, good Medium for Raps. 
i i At home from 12 to 5 o'clock. 173, Rue St Honoré, 
aris. 


MR. ©. E. WILLIAMS, 
61, LAMB'S CONDUIT STREET, W.C. 


At home daily from 12 till 5. On Monday, Thursday anid 
Saturday evenings from 8 o’clock, for reception of friends. 


Address as above. 


JBEIGHTON, — APARTMENTS, pleasant 

rooms, may be had, on moderate terms, at the house of 
a Spiritualist, close to the sca, and near the Aquarium, Chain 
Pier, Pavilion, &e. Address, “Spiritualist” 18, Atlingworth- 
street, Marine Parado. 


MRS, BURKE'S 
BOARDING HOUSE FOR SPIRITUALISTS, 
8, UPPER BEDFORD PLACE, RUSSELL SQUARE, W.C 


THE long-expressed want of a metropolitan centre where 
Spiritualists visiting London can secure domestic comforts 
without tho inconvenience of a public hotel, has, by tho 
generous efforts of friends of the Cause, led to the ostablish- 
ment of the above Private Boarding House, It is cons 
veniently located for the principal railways, and is in the 
vory area of the spiritual movement, Its arrangements have 
been designed with a special view to the requirements of 
Spiritualists. 


Applications should be made as far as possible in advance. 
MANAGER—MMaxs. A, C. BURKE 


i RS. WELDON’'S ORPHANAGE— 

“Grannie’s Nursery Rhyme Book” will be published 
as soon as Mrs. Weldon has obtained 500 subscribers at 58. It 
will be illustrated, and will contain thirty original tunes in all 
the different keys, (The words of several of them are also 
original.) Two are by Ch. Gounod, also a hymn at the 
beginning of the book. ‘Souvenir, Ch. Rawlings, &c. will 
also contribute, but the greater number are by “Grannie” 
herself, Mrs. Weldon ecllg everything which is given her, for 
ihe benefit of the Orphanage. Gifts of old clothes are likewise 
most acceptable, Address, Mra. Weldon, Tavistock Honse 
Tavistock-square, W.C. 


SPIRIT PEOPLE, 


A scientifically accurate description of Manifestations 
recently produced by Spirits, and ` 


SIMULTANEOUSLY WITNESSED BY THE AUTHOR AND OTHER 
OBSERVERS IN LONDON, 


By WILLIAM H, HARRISON. 
Limp Cloth, red edges. Price Is.; post free 1a, 1d. 
38, Great Russell Street, London, W.C. 


Or of MESSRS, COLBY AND Ricy, 9, Montgomery-stre 
Boston, U.S. í S Songok 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


“Ag a dispassionato scientific man, he appears 

investigated the aubject without Spe conceived iene ane 
result of his cxamlvuation nas neen to identify his opinions with 
those of Messrs, Varley, Crookea aud Wallace, in favour not 
only of the absolute reality of tbe phenomena, but alsa of 
the genuineness of the communicatons alleged to he 
given by tbe spirits of the departed. Into the much vexed 
question of à priori objections to Mr, Harrison's opinions we 
thail not now enter. We will only say that bis descriptions of 
facts are couched in a modera’o and truly scientific spirit, that 
ho appears to have exhausted evory reusonable test which his 
expericnce led him to make, and that tho whole tone of the 
book (which is singularly free from dogmatic pretension) is 
rigorously logical.’ — Public Opinion, 
_ “At the outset of his booklet Mr, Harrison disclaims any 
intention of proselytising or forcing his opinfon down non- 
Spiritualistic throats, and it is only fair to admit that the 
succeeding pages are remarkably free from argument and 
deduction, albeit bristling with assertions of the most dumb- 
founding noture."—London Figaro, 

“ Although the author has taken some trouble to prove that 
table-turning and splritual appearances are werthy of more 
attention than the public aro disposed to give, yct we are so 
far from being impressed by the evidence he has brought for- 
ward, that we acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any 
of the nonsensical acts with which they are accredited."=. 
Morning Advertiser. ‘ 

“Tho unprejudiced and dispassionate temper in which 
Mr. Harrison scems to have approached the question, emi- 
nently fitted him to test the authenticity and the value ‘of the 
phenomena he undertakes to cbronicle, and after a careful 
perusal of his little booklet, we are bound to acknowledge that 
the statement in his preface is fairly sustalncd. Tie neither 
theorises nor dogmatiscs, nor attempts to make converts to 
his views. [estates occurrences and ovents, or what he be 
Yieves did really happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative 
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument, The 
mode in which Mr. IJarrison has discharged histask is praise- 
worthy; but what of the task jiself? Lo those who are uu. 
acquaintod with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those so~ 
called, and to the majority, incrediblo manifestations of the 
spirit world, which are the ordinary concomitants of the 
system, the revolations contained In Spirit People will appear 
startling and antecedently impossible."—South Wales Daily 


_ News 


Limp cloth, red edges. Price 1s. 1d., post free. 
W. H, Harrison, 38, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.O. 
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VEGETABLE DIRT. 

Notnine can be more natural than that sensitive people, 
averse to the infliction of suffering in any form, should 
desire, if it were possible, to cease to live upon the flesh of 
slaughtered animals. All nature is everywhere preying 
upon itself. Great is the mystery that one section of living 
thing's should exist upon the sacrifice of the lives of another 
section. The fangs of the tiger rend the flesh of the living 
antelope ; the hawk tears to pieces its prey ; the white man 
is gradually “improving ” weaker races off the faee of the 
earth; in all directions the helpless succumb—the strong 
survive. What wonder is it then that among the more 
refined and spiritualised samples of the human race, the 
question has at last been raised whether it is necessary to 
subsist upon slaughtered beasts, and whether the eating of 
animal flesh may not be regarded three hundred years hence, 
with an abhorrence like that which we now bestow upon the 
cannibal habits of our savage ancestors. 

That animal food is not necessary to sustain human life 
in Great Britain has been amply demonstrated. The vege- 
tarians are a moderately numerous body, who have carried 
out their principles for a prolonged period, and among 
Spiritualists are several who have been vegetarians all their 
lives, and who are as healthy as anybody else, if not more 
so. These existing examples do not, however, prove that 
all persons could live without animal food; hereditary pre- 
disposition and other causes may tend to make the sudden 
use of vegetable diet dangerous to partieular experi- 
mentalists, and possibly the immediate descendants of 
persons who were great nicat eaters might injure their health 
by attempting to subsist upon a purely vegetable dict. In 
this, us in all other unsolved problems, the best light for 
guidanee will be found in the results of practieal experiments, 
and we should be glad to print, with great brevity, 
the personal experiences of those who have tried to do 
without animal food. The following cases relating to 
Spiritualists who have tried vegetarianism, have come under 
our notice: — (1.) Mr. A., a gentleman of independent 
means, tried the cffect upon himself of a purely vegetable 
diet ; he found that he became elearer in thought and happier 
in mind, but in a few weeks was much weakened in body ; 
medial powers began to develope, and he had visions of the 
other world. As he thus became more ez rapport with the 
next world he grew more unfitted for this one, the result 
being that he found himself obliged to return once more to 
animal diet. (2) Mr. B., an eminent scientific man, tried 
vegetable diet, and found himself unfit for the duties of the 
world, and for battling with rough, hard business people. 
His powers of enduring fatigue were not so great as before. 
He returned to animal diet, with the convietion that if the 
world were better thau it is at present, vegetable food would be 
better for him. (3) Mr.C.,a literary man, who did not like to 
put others to kill animals which he certainly would never 
have killed for himself, began to subsist upon vegetable dict 
as much as possible, and found his health and powers of 
clear thought considerably improved thereby ; if he ate too 
little animal food he was unfitted for the rough work of this 
world. In the cud, he reduced his regular consumption of 
animal food to less than one-half the quantity he habitually 
consumed before he began his experiments, and has ever 
since found himself all the better for the change. He thinks 
that the reason why he is obliged to eat a eertain proportion 
of animal food is hereditary predisposition. Sometimes 
those who try vegetartan diet complain more than before of 
feeling “tired,” so experiments by persons in weak health 
should be conducted with caution. 

Mr. Colville, the trance medium, has been influenced by 
his spirits to subsist entircly on vegetable food, and very 
little of that. Mr. Morse, inspirational speaker, lived on 
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so now, 

trance state, once, under gentle pressure, tried vegetable 

diet while living with vegetarians, but by way of reaction 

consumed becfsteaks with avidity elsewhere during the same 
eriod. 

The hypothesis that men take upon themselves some of 
the characteristics of the animals they eat, is held chiefly by 
children and the lower races of mankind. Certain savages 
eat the nasty flesh of the tiger “ to make themselves fierce,” 
and Sir John Lubboek’s little girl once said to her little brother 
at dinner—“Jolinny, if you cat so much goose you'll gosilly.” 
One of the most quarrelsome and aggressive publie men of 
the present generation subsists entirely upon inoffensive 
vegetables; on the above theory his characteristies would 
seem to arise from the accidental eating of earwigs in im- 
perfectly washed cabbages. Sir Charles Isham—who always 
gives thoughtful attention to advanced problems, and was 
one of the first in this country to publicly avow himself a 
Spiritualist—has recently written and lithographed some 
verses somewhat in favour of abolition of animal diet, and 
he gives the following true story of a sad accident, worse 
than the earwig case just mentioned :— 


With languid grace a maiden sank, 
Recumbent on a mossy bank: 

The day was hot, the sun was bright, 
Symbol of heavenly delight. 

In confidence the girl reposed, 

All careless, with her lips unclosed: 
Whilst thus delightfully she slept, 
Within those lips a lizard crept. 

In dreadful anguish she awoke, 

Alas, in agony to choke. 

Her marble form, which still remains, 
Too vividly the truth explains: 

A fearfal lizard, Jank and lean, 
Life-like between those lips is seen. 
The ¢ableau, whilst you look, improves, 
The long green tail—Oh { Horror !—moves ! 
*Tis thought a very wondrous thing, 
But I believe they pull a string. 


The motes and dust floating in common air, are rich in 
animal and vegetable life; with every breath he inspires, 
every vegetarian swallows myriads of living things. The 
simplest way of avoiding this, is to plug the nose and month 
with eotton-wool, to filter the air. Certain animal parasites 
live between the teeth, and often die between the jaws when 
the latter are employed in crushing vegetables; the slaughter 
of these innocents might be avotded, by the apostle of 
vegetarianism wending his way to a dentist, and having all 
his teeth extracted. The white corpuscles of the blood 
are much like one of the lowest forms of animal life, the 
amoeba ; they both swim about in liquids in the same lively 
way, and they strongly resemble each other. The muscles, 
as well as other parts of the human organism, feed upon 
the blood, and if the white corpuscles can be proved to be 
living things, the carrying out of vegetarian principles is 
difficult. 


ARILI INEOS 


Mr. Grorce Farwer.—Mr, George Farmer, formerly editor of the 
Spiritualistie journal, Zhe Pioneer of Progress, writes to us from St. 
Kitts, West Indies, that he is collecting information during his travels 
abont spiritual phenomena in foreign countries, He left London onthe 
third of December last in a private steam yacht of 1,200 tons, put in for 
two days at Vigo in Spain, and sailed thence to Lisbon; touching at 
Madeira and Teneriffe en route, he made the coast of South America, 
January 24th, and anchored in the Demerara river early nextday. He 
spent ten weeks in Georgetown, and made trips into the interior with 
the Indians. On the fourth of April last he started on a tour throngh 
the island, visiting Trinidad, St. Lucia, Guadaloupe, Antigua, Dominica, 
and St. Kitts. He expected to leave Demerara about May 7th for 
Jamaica and Cuba, and, after visiting one or two places in Mexico, to 
return to England vid Boston and New York, reaching London about 


iUi the end of June, His letter contains no psychological news. 
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SPIRITS IN PRISON, ` 
BY WILLIAM OXLEY, 


Tue late trials of the three mediums resulting, as they did, in the 
break down of the charge against one, and the conviction and committal 
to prison of the other two, possess an interest which affects far more 
than the individuals immediately concerned. In after years, when the 
present movement, known popularly as Spiritualistic, shall have 
assumed a more concrete form, these trials, convictions, and imprison- 
ments will have a historical value which we of this generation fail to 
recognise. The prevailing scepticism in regard to spiritual agency is 
the result of ignorance, and the present materialistic tendency of the 
human mind is due to the long-continued apparent non-interference of 
spiritual beings in sublunary affairs. ‘The reason for this has doubtless 
been that the leading minds of humanity might pay more attention to 
the study of natural science, or the laws which appear to govern the 
world in which we have our consciousness for the time being, so as to 
afford a base or ground in which the seed of spiritual knowledge might 
be sown and germinate, thence produce fruitage in the consciousness of 
spiritual truth and life. The state having now arrived after the close 

_of this preparatory process, we find that a mighty influence is descend- 
ing from the world of spirit; this will go on expanding, until, knowing 
the laws which operate, we may consciously have our being or indi- 
yiduality in the two worlds at the same time. 

One of the convicted mediums having undergone his term of three 
months’ imprisonment is now liberated from his involuntary confine- 
ment, and, thanks to improved spirit in the administration of our laws, 
his bodily health and vigour do not seem to have been impaired 
thereby, and I have no doubt but that all who come in contact with 
Dr. Monk will notice that the effect of his enforced withdrawal from 
public life has had a beneficial effectin producing a happier state in his 
own spiritual condition, and that it will be seen a higher manifestion of 
spiritual power will be given through his mediumship than the produc- 
tion of mere physical phenomena. Buteven in this we have had ample 
evidence since his liberation that this gift is no way impaired. 

One evening last week eight of us sat round a table, Dr. Monck being 
one of us. After a little cheerful conversation he was controlled, and 
for half an hour while in the trance state, and evidently inspired by 
the higher intelligences, gave us an intensely interesting discourse on 
the higher and purer phases of spirit power and life. Much of it was 
couched in the language of symbols, of which we know that he under- 
stands little or nothing of in his ordinary condition. 

Our old friend “Samuel” then took control, and said if we would 
lower the light somewhat he would try to do a little. We then all 
linked hands, and we saw, somewhat indistinctly, a white figure behind 
the medium; and, as some of the company did not notice it, Samuel 
requested all to put our hands in the centre of table, and that his medium 
should lean forward, his hands being fast in mine. We did so, and 
twice this was repeated, the figure appearing in dim outline, and then 
filling up with a dense white robe; it was very rapid in its formation 
and disappearance. As I sat next to the medium I took very particular 
notice, and was quite wide awake to detect any imposition, if such had 
been attempted. I am quite confident the medium did not move a 
muscle, and, that the appearance was real, was confirmed by the words 
of all the others who witnessed it, and especially by one lady, who, not 
having seen anything of the kind before, gave expression to a feeling of 
alarm. 

There being a curtain drawn across the large window which I had 
previously darkened, Dr. Monck went behind it; presently, five 
different forms appeared at the opening in the curtains, the medium 
talking all the time at least six feet away from the forms, Two of these 
forms were our own usual attendant angels, whose features are so well 
known that we can recognise them immediately. One had a white crown 
and veil, adorned by a splendid ruby jewel set as a star, and as a proof 
of flexibility she moved her lips and spoke distinctly, “ Bless you all,” 
at the same time making a sound as of kissing, I also saw that the 
head gradually grew less in size at the second appearance, thus proving 
unmistakably that it could not be a lay figure. Another form appeared 
with a totally distinct head-dress and drapery, showing also what 
appeared to be a gold cross. The third form was only partially 
developed; though the outlines were clear, yet there were gaps quite 
black or void, as if there was not sufficient power to complete the whole 
form ; the other two forms were somewhat indistinct, but still different 
in size and character from the others. While the last form was at the 
opening, the medium told us to pay particular attention, and that I was 
to go behind the curtain; he put his head and shoulder 
out in full view, the figure being still at the opening, when 
the figure seemed to come right over his head and go into 
his body. In a moment I rushed behind the curtain, and, drawing 
them aside, I could discover absolutely nothing but the medium; in 
the presence of the company I searched him, but found nothing which 
could account for what we had witnessed. I had been sitting alone 
with him in his bed-room for an hour previous to our both going down 
together to the room where the meeting was held, and I am quite sure 
he had nothing about his person. I think your readers will be puzzled 
to know how or where he could have provided himself with the para- 
phernalia necessary for the production of these five “ solid ” not “ mask ” 
forms, and I certainly am not aware of any establishment in Manchester 
where speaking tigures can be bought or sold. 

If what I have narrated is not sufficient to establish good test con- 
ditions, then I fail to understand what are, and my experience has 

proved that any tests we can apply are worth bnt little in comparison 
with those supplied by the invisible operators themselves. 

But as for tests, the most pleasing and satisfactory were those 
supplied in another way as follows :— 

Dr. Monck came from Wakefield direct to Manchester, and in the 
evening two ox three friends met with him, when of course the conver- 


sation naturally turned upon the subject of his incarceration; he 
related to us his experiences and his treatment; his incarceration was 
made as bearable as the regulations would permit, and by the discrimi- 
nating humane conduct of the governors and officials, no unnecessary 
hardship was inflicted, of which the imprisoned one is duly mindful, 
When such an individual has the inner consciousness of the overruling 
providence of God, and the ministrations of angels, then even a prison 
becomes sanctified and a holy place. 

While Dr. Monck was repeating to us the story of his three month’s 
sojourn, we were taken by surprise, as it was a literal fulfilment of the 
things that had been told to us by a medium while in a state of uncon- 
scious trance, two months ago. Dr. Monck also stated that he had been 
informed by his controlling spirit of certain incidents that had trans- 
pired with us, more especially of the death, and the manner of it, of 
one nearly allied to myself, which occurred while he was in prison. 

As I had taken down in writing at the time the communication above 
referred to, the next evening I read the manuscript to Dr. Monck, 
where surprise was as great as ours had been on the previous evening. 
The description and position of his cell, together with the personages 
who were more immediately in contact with him during his imprison- 
ment were accurately described, and more than all, the purpose to be 
attained by his incarceration was unfolded. This, to our minds at least, 
is eminently satisfactory. 

For prudential reasons the details of these experiences are withheld ; 
but accepting the facts, I for one fail to find for their solution any other 
theory than the simple one of ascribing to spiritual beings the power 
which they claim to exercise in the production of all the various phe- 
nomena popularly known as Spiritualistic, in connection with scientific 
and religious Spiritualism. 

Higher Broughton, Manchester, May 14th, 1877. 


A SEANCE IN THE SUNSHINE. 
BY THE REV. C. MAURICE DAVIES, D.D, 


[The following verses were read by the author, at one of his recent evening lectures to o 
private audience at the residence of Mrs. Makdougall Gregory.] 


We sat mid the golden sunshine 
Of a day in summer bright ; 

And I said, “ My pretty Sibyl, 
Do ask the spirits to write,’’ 


She asked. The spirits obeyed her ; 
Á And you can understand 
How very much better the writing, 
‘When on Sibyl’s I laid my hand. 


So I laid it. And above us 
Some angel seemed to float, 

While she wrote—but I'l not tell you 
The words that Sibyl wrote. 


They were words all unforgotten, 
Through many and many a year; 
And will be unforgotten 
While I dwell ia this ‘‘ earth-sphere.”’ 


Nay more, they were words potential 
Throughout the longer life— 
Words which told me that Sibyl 
Would be my “ spirit-wife.” 
Words—though I will not write them, 
I remember every one. 
Far before any Dark Circle 
Was that séance in the sun, 


So all investigators 
Into the spirit-land, 

Try a séance in the sunshine, 
Guiding your Sibyl’s hand. 


woveecorrererecpceror pennies, 
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SPIRITUALISM in Datston,—On Thursday evening last week the ordinary 
monthly session of the Council of the Dalston Association of Spiritualists 
washeld at 74, Navarino-road, Dalston, with Mrs, Corner, vice-president, 
in the chair. The other members present were Mr. John Rouse, Mrs. 
M. T. Wood, Mr. Jonathan Tozeland, Mr. R. Pomeroy Tredwen, and 
Mr. Thomas Blyton. The minutes of last meeting of the council were 
read and confirmed. Letters of general interest, received since, were 
read from Mr. J. MeIsack and Signor Enrico Rondi. A presentation 
from Dr. George Sexton was laid upon the table, and accepted with 
thanks. An order was given for purchase of a reading-desk, for use of 
lecturers. Letters were read from Mr, J. W. Fletcher, clairvoyant 
trance test medium, of Boston, U.S.A., and his services were secured 
for a series of three subscription séances, to be held at the association's 
rooms, on Wednesday evenings, the 16th, 28rd, and 30th inst. Printed 
cards of admission for visitors to subscription séances, held under the 
auspices of the association, were submitted and approved. The hon. 
secretary was instructed to negociate with Mr. Eglinton for his services 
at a test séance on Thursday evening, the 28th June next. A paper 
was proffered by Mr. John Rouse for Thursday evening, the 26th July, 
and was accepted. The council then adjourned, 
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Catena ane one ate ane 


THE INFLUENCE OF DIET. 
LY W, IE HARRISON. 


[Those lines were originally printed in Public Opinion, and arc quoted here since the 
subject of the influence of dict occupies attention in this number of The Spiritualist.] 


How many a happy though indolent hour, 
Do we pass o'er the pages of Scott, 

Till we seem to live in the days of old, 
And the present is all forgot ; 

For the air he peoples with life-like forms, 
And teems with fire his page, 

As he leads by the power of his master mind 
Through the scenes of a bygone age. 


But the pages of Banting are sweeter by far, 
Tis nice o'er his writings to dwell ; 

His smiles for the lean and his tears for the fat 
Are kinder than mortal can tell ; 

The lean ones of earth he envelopes in oil, 
And warms with an unctuous fleece, 

Whilst the lubberly man, the two-leggéd globe, 
Is quickly distilled of his grease. 


Yet I hate the old man who could sit down and write 
Such a volume on animal fat, 

Who weighs himself every day in the scales, 
Exclusive of coat, boots, and hat; 

So cover him o'er with oblivion’s shroud, 
Then shelve him as fast as you can, 

And we'll all of us drop a large marrowfat tear 
O’er the grave of the greasy old man. 


THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
SPIRITUALISTS’ DEFENCE FUND, 


Sir,—This Committee closed its labours on the 14th 
instant, by passing the following report, and will be much 
obliged if you will kindly publish it. 

The Committee is now dissolved. 

15th May, 1877. 

Arvrer upwards of thirty meetings, the Committee of the 
Spiritualist Defence Fund are at length able to close their 
labours, and they now desire to offer their subscribers a very 
brief outline of the work accomplished. The total amount 
received by the treasurer was £874 10s. 3d., and the manner 
in which it has been disbursed is shown in the appended 


THE 


A. Joy, Hon. See. 


statement of accounts, concerning which a few remarks are | 


felt to be necessary. The advertising and printing charges 
would have been considerably more than set down, had 
not the liberality of the proprietors of The Spiritualist 
and The Medium induced them to waive certain claims 
for work done. On the application of Dr. Monck’s com- 
mittee, a grant of £70 was made to that committee, 
after sanction for sufficient appropriation had been obtained 
from certain subscribers to the fund. And on a like appli- 
cation on behalf of Mr. Lawrence, a grant of £72 Qs, 
was made to his committee, also for legal expenses. Other 
considerations apart, your committee was moved to make 
these payments on the ground that these cases would furnish 
valuable opportunities for the display in Court of much 
general evidence favourable to the cause of Spiritualism. 
But as the presiding judges permitted no digression, these 
important expectations were unfortunately frustrated. Though 
the sums paid to defend Dr. Slade and Mr. Simmons are 
considerable, your committee have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that the efforts made on their behalf obtained a com- 
parative degree of success, for their liberty was at least 
secured. It would have been lamentable if so distinguished 
a medium as Dr. Slade had been cast into prison, especially 
when we reflect that in order to meet his trial and to keep 
faith with his bail he remained in this country for a con- 
siderable time, to his own serious inconvenience and loss, 
both in money and health. To a peculiarly sensitive frame, 
the thought alone of imprisonment was sufficient to shatter 
his constitution, and render him delirious, and it became a 
matter of some difficulty to convey him safely to France 
wherc he might recover. Your committee under these cir- 
cumstances did their utmost to mitigate the evils to which 
Dr, Slade and Mr, Simmons and their families were ex- 
posed, and contributed all in their power to render their 
condition supportable. And when it is remembered that 
nearly half. the amount of subscriptions came from the 
American admirers of Dr. Slade, the application ofa portion 
of the funds to the purposes of his support can scarcely be 
thought inappropriate ; rather let us hope it will be regarded 


as a substantial tribute of sympathy from the subscribers in 
addition to the testimonial with which he has been presented, 
On behalf of the Committee, 
ALEX. Cater, Chairman. 
THE SPIRITUALISTS’ DEFENCE FUND. 
J. Enmore Jones and Dr. Wyld, Treasurers. 
From October 6th, 1876, to April 30th, 1877. 


Dr—April 80th, 1877. £5d £58. ad, 
To Cash received from English and other Spiritu- 
ualists... ae ose ete soe ag 453 17 9 
», Do. from Ameriean do... 870 12 6 
„ Do. from Russian do. soe 50 0 0 
i ——874 lv 3 
Cr.—Aprit 80th, 1877. 
By Law Costs—Munton and Morris, Bow-street 
proceedings ... see oar er tee «. 120 0 0 
Appeal .. he ie a ji TE e 400 0 0 
Subsequent one tee ; 33 2 10 
f ; —553 210 
3; Cash paid Slade and Simmons _... 110 0 0 
» » Ignatius Williams—watching 15 15 0 
» 9, Mr. Besley re Testimonial 316 0 
3o» Dr. Monek’s Committee 70 0 0 
3» ~~) Mr. Lawrence's e. T at oe 72 2 0 
» _» _Engrossing Testimonial, Dr. Slade...  ... 5 0 0 
» Sundries for Advertising, printing, postages, and 
petty expenses aes nea ae vee as 386 8 4 
» Balance in hand (for unsettled claims) ... ay 8 6 1 
£874 10 3 


We have examined tle above account, and have seen vouchers for the 
expenditure, and found it eorreet.—_May 9th, 1877. 
MORELL THEOBALD, 
Public Accountant, 
H. WEDGWwoop, 


Lon. Auditors to the Fund. 


CURIOUS EXPERIMENTS WITH STEEL HANDCUFFS. 


On Wednesday evening last week, at the invitation of 
Miss Douglas, a few friends assembled to witness some facts 
exhibited in the presence of Mr. Everett, of America, who 
leaves the observers to form their own opinions as to the 
cause thereof. Some steel handcuffs, with specially secure 
fastenings, and which he had never seen before, were brought 
by Mr. Serjeant Cox, who kept the keys in his possession, yet 
the locked handcuffs were passed on and off the wrists of 
Mr. Everett in a few minutes, while he was in the cabinet, 
and they were furthermore taken off the rail of a chair. Mr. 
Serjeant Cox’s report on the subject is printed in this 
number of The Spiritualist. At the same sitting Dr. 
Wyld and Mr. Serjeant Cox held Mr. Everett, hand and 
foot, in his little cabinet, in the dark; they were then 
touched by what felt like hands, and a guitar was played. 
Subsequently, at a sitting in the light round a little, com- 
mon table, raps were plentiful, and the table was rendered 
heavy or light as desired, for Mr. Hensleigh Wedgwood, 
Mr. Harrison, and others. 


Bennet tpn pt pe 


INVESTIGATORS SEANCES, 


Tue usual weekly séance for investigators took place at 38, Great 
Russell-street, on Thursday, the 10th inst. Owing to the illness of Mr. 
Eglinton, who is generally the medium on these occasions, Mr. Chas. E. 
Williams was invited to take his place. About fourteen persons were 
present, including the medium, who took his place amongst the sitters 
round the table. All joined hands, and the light was extinguished. For 
some time we sat engaged in conversation and singing, before anything 
occurred, and then knocks were heard proceeding trom the cabinet, 
which was at a distance of some eight or ten feet from the table, 

Owing to the slight confusion caused by nearly all the sitters asking 
questions at the same time, and no one waiting for the answers, it waa 
only arrived at, after halfan hour or more, that certain changes were to 
be made in the relative positions of the sitters. This accomplished, the 
manifestations commenced almost immediately. Knocks were heard 
upon the table, and soon the direct voice of “ Peter” greeted many of 
the sitters by name, in his usual cheerful and good-natured tones: 
Lights were seen, the musical-box was wound up, and the little hand- 
bell and other instruments were floated about the room, occasionally 
accompanied by a brilliant light. Most of the sitters were touched by 
hands, and Peter’s voice was to be heard more or less throughout the 
whole séance, 

All that took place was of a most satisfactory and convincing nature, 
as has always been my experience in the presence of this most excellent 
and trustworthy medium.—-L. F. J 


I agree with the above.-—Exizaberu Firz-Gerarp (for Séance Com- 


mittee). 
6, Loughborough-road North, Brixton, London. 


Ox Monday evening a meeting, at which Lady Louisa and Mr. 
Macgregor, Dr. King, Mr. and Mrs. Dinning, Mr. Thompson, and other 
local Spiritualists and inquirers were present, was held at Mr. Snow’s, 
18, Atlingworth-street, Brighton, to hear Mr. Wallace, the veteran 
missionary medium. 
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FORM MANIFESTATIONS* 
RY THE REV. W. STAINTON-MOSES, M.A. (ONOS.) 

Tu risk of becoming discursive is so great, especially in 
treating of a subjeet that is little understood, that T have 
thought it best to reduce what I have to say to writing. In 
the discussion held here a fortnight ago many valuable hints 
were thrown out, but on the whole we did not arrive at any 
definite issue. 

Now it seems to me that almost all the the published 
records of séazces where form-manifestations occur, travel 
over the same ground. We have statements more or less 
exact of appearances more or less resembling the medium, 
more or less clearly seen (generally the latter), and more or 
less elearly proven to be separate entities. On the last point 
I confess I have seen very little evidenee that is satisfactory ; 
but I frankly admit that some evidenee does seem to me to 
be entirely conclusive. 


It is always invidious to particularise any special accounts, 


but, in the interests of the perplexed investigator, I may 
perhaps be permitted to say what seems to me to be valuable 
evidence, aud to point. out what seems to lack value in re- 
spect of conclusive proof. Having done so, I will shortly 
specify some desiderata. 

Before proceeding further it may be noticed that the forms 
now usually produced are apparently different from those 
which have been seen in the presence of Mr. Home and Mrs. 
Jencken, The apparition of Mrs. Livermore, recorded by 
Dale Owen, was produced without the aid of any cabinet, 
and while the medium was ina normal state. There was, 
therefore, no opportunity for the transfignration or mesmeric 
influence which seems occasionally to take the place of strict 
materialisation. 

Nor does it appear that the form was always of the same 
solidity as those which now are presented. I have myself 
witnessed with the same medium (Mrs. Jencken) a ease of 
form-presentation in which the figure was sufficiently solid 
to obscure the light from an open window, and was plainly 
perceptible to meas it bent over my ehair; it also could draw 
the eurtains so as to pass into the next room, and it 
eould there press against the curtains, so as to eause them 
to show an indentation such as would have been made by a 
human form; and yet that body was not the solid thing of 
flesh and blood which I have seen and read of with other 
mediums, 

This presence, felt and perceived rather than seen and 
handled, is a familiar one to me, and I take it to be another 
and more incipient phase of materialisation. I have seen it 
once in the presence of Mr. Home; aud many will remember 
descriptions of séances with him at which shadowy hands and 
Jorms have been described, Mrs. Honywood described such 


a séance in The. Spiritualist not very long ago. Mr. and 
Mrs. S. C. Hall and others have done the same. I used 


some four or five years ago to feel the same sense of a near 
presence when Jolin King appeared at Williams’ séances ; but 
that was when he was not visibly materialised. I have once 
observed the same phenomenon with Miss Cook. We were 
sitting in circle at her house, and Katie suddenly appeared 
elose to me so as to give that sense of a near presence. I 
remarked upon it, and she at once spoke and touched me 
with her hand. But I believe that that member was the 
only solid part of her; her figure was plainly perceptible to me, 
and her presence felt, but I do not think the form was what 
I call materialised. 

These cases I refer to another and more incipient stage of 
materialisation, 

The way in which ordinary séances for the production of 
these form manifestations are now held is this. The medium 
is placed out of view of the circle either in a cabinet or behind 
a curtain; and either bound more or Jess securely, or entirely 
free. A very considerable and most desirable advance on 
this plan is obtained in rare cases where the medium is in 
full view during the sitting. Usually he is out of sight. 
This method of investigation I earnestly hope to see abolished, 
but for the present it obtains. 

Under these conditions a form is frequently seen to issue 
from the cabinet, or from behind the curtain. What evi- 
dence have we that it is a distinet and separate individuality 


* A paper road Jast Monday at a meeting of the National Association of Spiritualists, 


from the medium? In many eases it resembles tim; in 
some it decidedly does not; in a vast number of cases the 
light is not sufficient to enable an observer to say anything 
on the question. The latter elass of cases may at once be 
put out of court, for assuredly when a medium is so put out 
of view the burden of proof that the form is distinct from 
himself rests on those who maintain that such is the case; 
whether it resemble him or not is not much to the point, 
We know that Ae is there. Before we ean be fairly asked to 
assume the existence of another body, formed we know not 
how, we must be quite sure that he is there still, and that 
we are really dealing with a separate and distinct entity. 

It is not much to the point to say that the form presented 
to our view is different from his in garb, gesture, and tempera- 
ment. We know—- those of ns who have studied the mes- 
meric phenomena (and it is eminently to be desired that all 
students of these psychical phenomena would first make 
themselves familiar with the ordinary phenomena of mes- 
merism)—we know, I say, that a controlling will ad extrdé 
will so govern the actions of a sensitive, as to make him play 
any suggested part. Now since the medium is entranced 
during these phenomena, the burden of proof that he is not 
so influenced rests on those who maintain the distinct and 
separate individuality of the form. 

It is not enough, again, to say that the medium has been 
securely bound, and so is placed out of the question. This 
isnot so. A eelebrated experiment of Mr. Crookes with 
Miss Cook demonstrates once and for ever that the power of 
the controlling agencies is sufficient to free a medium from 
any bonds that the ingenuity of man can devise. 

What we require, therefore, is conclusive proof that the 
medium is not unconsciously used, transfigured, transformed, 
or presented to our gaze so as to play a part. We know that 
he may be so used. Nay, we believe that the very ma- 
terials for acting his part may be supplied to him, and he, 
when the séance is over, be none the wiser. 

What proof ought we to consider final ? 

Nothing, as it seems to me, short of a clear view of 
medium and form at the same time, in light sufficient for 
careful observation, and on repeated occasions. I dwell on 
the latter point, for I find that reiterated evidence is 
necessary to bring home to the mind so stupendous a fact as 
this. 

This proof has been obtained by fortunate individuals in 
some cases: and on them I confess my faith rests. I havo 
not been able to secure personal proof, though I have had 
evidence whieh makes very strongly for convietion. Among 
the clearest. cases I would instance the experiments of Mr. 
Adshead with Miss Wood, of Mr. Barkas at Newcastle, and 
of Count de Bullet with Firman. In saying this I mean no 
sort of disparagement to other investigators, especially to 
many friends in America whose facts are too numerous for 
reeord. 

I cannot take up your time by going through recorded 
evidence. I must leave each mind to find its own flaws and 
to draw its own conclusions. But I may shortly refer to a 
paper by Mr. O’Sullivan, in The Spiritualist of May 4th last. 
There are points there which seem to me very conclusive. 
First of all, the Count de Bullet holds his séances on the 
only successful prineiples—regularly (every day at noon) 
with conditions not needlessly varied, and with patience. 
His results are correspondingly good. For instance, Mr. 
O’Sullivan speaks of “four forms seen at a time, with Fir- 
man asleep.” This in one’s own rooms is, I think, eon- 
clusive. 

One form is not eonclusive, unless the medium be seen 
too: one form, under conditions which preclude personation, 
cannot be set aside. Again, Mr. Adshead’s cage: Mr. Bar- 
kas’ undressing and redressing the medium in a room to 
which he never had access; these, and other experiments, 
too, place the question on a seeure basis. Only I always 
feel a sort of mental irritation that so much time and pre- 
caution should be wasted simply beeause the medium is so 
jealously secluded, That prevents us from investigating the 
erucial question—What is it ? 

In a given ease, is it the medium presented in mesmeric 
trance and playing a part? or is it himself transfigured? or 
is it the transference of a being from the plane of spirit to 
the plane of matter? or is it a separate creation? or is it 
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the transference of energy from the medium so that another 
shadowy form is built up out of his vital forces ? 

T profess myself unable to tell, and I grumble that I never 
shall be able to tell so long as the present methods of in- 
vestigation are insisted on. I can get stray glimpses. Mr. 
O'Sullivan, for instance, speaks of faces imperfectly made, 
“ faces visible only in parts or spots, with black blotches ”—- 
half-formed, in fact. This leads to the conclusion that the 
process is one of building up, which is sometimes imper- 
fectly performed. 

But sometimes the form presents itself almost before the 
medium is in his place, and is suggestive of the transference 
by some instantaneous process of a being from another plane 
of existence to ours. 

Then again, as in Mr. Adshead’s experiments, the form 
grows up before the observers eyes, and is framed before 
him, and again sinks into nothingness as he gazes at it. 

The balance of evidence seems to be in favour of a building 
up of a new being. But, whether by withdrawal of energy 
from the medium, so that it is (so to say) bone of his bone, 
and flesh of his flesh, or whether by some occult process 
whereby material is formed in the atmosphere, and is conso- 
lidated temporarily and afterwards dissipated, I am entirely 
unable to say. 

I have stated what, as I think, has been arrived at. Itis 
little enough, and we may be thoroughly ashamed that, after 
all these years, it is so little, But I am in hopes that the 
way is paved for more and closer investigation. Surely 
none will say that an allegation so portentious should be 
accepted without the most conclusive evidence. Surely we 
are within our right in asking for proof that no fair man 
can set aside. 

To this end there are certain desideranda :— 


1. The abolition of the cabinet. 

It is desirable to see the medium, for reasons already pointed out. It 
is very desirable, too, to make experiments with him, so as to show his 
exact physical condition while the manifestations are going on. 

2. If this be considered a too stringent measure of reform, it is 
absolutely necessary that the medium should be so placed as to enable 
any selected member of the circle to enter the cabinet, and testify that 
the medium is in his place. 

This, however, I regard only as a tentative step to the abolition 
altogether of the cabinet. 

3. Some experiments should be conducted with the form. As yet 
nothing has been done, or, at any rate, published. It is only by such 
means that we can hope to solve the perplexing questions which meet 
one at every turn in this most perplexing phenomenon. 

4,- More feasible, perhaps, is the suggestion of Mr. Harrison, that a 
series of experiments should be conducted with the medium, so as to 
test his variations of temperature and pulse. This would have a special 
bearing on the question of withdrawal of energy. I have seen a medium 
after severe strain from a long séance, during which pronounced physical 
manifestations took place, bend over as though the spinal column had 
not power to support the body. His hands at that time were cold and 
dead; and I think his pulse would have been found to be faint and 
flickering. ‘‘ Virtue had gone out of him.” What was that “virtue” ? 
Vital energy in some form, no doubt. How had it been used? How 
transformed ? 


It is for science, by exact experiment, to answer these and 
similar questions. 


IMPEDIMENTS TO Sctunrieic Invustiadartox—One or more of the 
recent prosecutions of mediums originated in the desire and intention 
of fettering scientific research, by feeding the prejudices of the un- 
informed against a new truth. ‘To escape malicious attacks of the 
kind, the Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism has, after 
obtaining legal advice, adopted the following form of ticket of admission 
to its séances:— Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism 
(Established 1870). Subscription Séance. Declaration :—This ticket 
admits the undersigned to a séance, to be held at ——, with Mr. —, 
on — evening, the ——, 18—, at —— o'clock, to witness such occur- 
rences as may take place in —— presence. But it is expressly declared 
that the causes or sources of such occurrences, spiritual or otherwise, 
are in no way asserted, and the undersigned visitor must form his own 
judgment upon them. The production of phenomena of any kind is not 
guaranteed, I, the undersigned, hereby accept the terms of admission 
to the above-mentioned séance as being that no occurrences or pheno- 
mene are warranted to happen, and that the causes or sources of any- 
thing that may be witnessed by me are not in any way affirmed to me 
by the Association or by M——~ as spiritual or from any unknown 
cause, and that I am required to form my own judgment as to the 
origin and nature of whatever may be presented to or witnessed by me. 
The undersigned is introduced ag a visitor, in accordance with the Con- 
stitution and Rules, by a member of the Association, M——, and is 
required to observe the “ Séance Regulations” printed on back of this 
card, The member introducing the undersigned visitor will be held 
responsible for the visitor’s conduct, Signature ne 


THE “ FOUNDATIONS,” 


BY G. F. GREEN, AUTHOR OF ONE OF THE PRIZE ESSAYS OF THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS, 


“Tf the reviews and facts of the day have in any way shaken the standing- 
ground of the Christian is it not his first and most obvious duty to make a 
humble and most searching scrutiny of the foundations” —My. Gladstone's 
Letter to the Editor of “ Liverpool.” 


_ UNDOUBTEDLY it 1g a grave question whether the founda- 
tions of the Christian religion are broad and strong enough 
to support all the superstructure of creed and dogma which 
has been erected upon them since the first architect laid 
the corner stone. But a more important matter still, in 
the present attitude of the thinking world, is to know 
whether there are any real foundations at all—to be able 
to define them, and to distinguish them from the rotten 
props which disfigure and can no longer help to support 
the edifice of Christianity. It is the special mission—or 
I had better say the special result—of Spiritualism to throw 
a light on the foundations of religious belief which have 
long been buried out of sight. Not only is it the most 
obvious duty of the Christian who feels his standing ground 
shaken to examine these things, but it is the duty of every 
Christian to do so, and not to put forward on public occasions, 
and even from Christian pulpits, those decayed props which 
the merest tyro in philosophy can knock down, and which 
afford the enemy such abundant reason to blaspheme. Tam 
ashamed to call myself a Christian when I go to church and 
hear the shallow arguments and false conclusions that are 
often set up under the banner of the Christian religion. 

Without attempting to prove every point, it may afford 
some help to others who are scrutinizing the “ foundations,” 
if I give the conclusions I have arrived at. There appear to 
me only two foundations for any religious belief: (1) Per- 
sonal spiritual experience, ie., direct communion with a 
supreme being, or superhuman beings. (2) Authority, ie. 
the authentic experience of others. Of these two, the latter, 
though superimposed on the former, is of the more impor- 
tance, because of its greater surface and extent, Both of 
religion and science our knowledge may be compared to a 
globe resting upon a plane. Its foundation is the point of 
individual consciousness resting upon some eternal sub- 
stratum which we cannot understand. The next layer in the 
story is wider, and the next wider still, until we reach the 
full diameter of our accumulated beliefs. They are nearly 
alt (whether in science or religion) made up of authority, or 
founded upon it, and there is nothing firmer or surer to 
build upon except the mere ‘ point ” called personal expe- 
rience. Authority, then, is a most important—nay, the 
most important part of the foundations of religions belief; 
but here I must make a distinction, or I shall be 
misunderstood. The greatest hindrance to the advance- 
ment of religious knowledge, next to the denial of all autho- 
rity, is the belief that any authority is infathble. I fear 
this belief will take a long time to overthrow. It is a 
habit of childhood to regard all knowledge as absolute and 
unconditional certainty, and the habit clings tenaciously to 
many minds. Surely authority has enough influence upon 
ordinary men, without being bolstered up by such a mon- 
strous assumptiou as infallibility ! What should we say if 
a doctor or professor of physical science were to claim infalli- 
bility for his theories? This assumption of infallibility, be 
it for Pope, Church, or Book, is not a firm foundation, but a 
rotten prop, which had better be removed. What does it 
rest upon? It must rest ultimately upon some man’s 
assertion, and generally it will be found to proceed rather 
from the implicit faith of the disciple than the teachings of 
the master. Mahommed asserted that the separate frag- 
ments of the Koran were delivered to him by the angel 
Gabriel, and his disciples believed him, We have no 
stronger external evidence of the divine origin of the Bible 
than of the Koran. It is time that Spiritualists should 
openly disavow the exclusive narrowness of all churches, 
whether Catholic or Protestant, Christian or Pagan, which 
claim infallibility as the foundation of their creeds. May 
it not be said without irreverence, that the time has come 
when we should seek to found a science or philosophy of 
religion, based upon the broad authority of spiritual expe- 
rience in all ages, interpreted by the light which is given to 
every man? 
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All authority must be subject to the exercise of private 
judgment. If we accept the Bible as the highest and purest 
revelation of divine truth, yet it has been poured into 
earthen vessels, and “emptied from vessel to vessel.” 
Therefore it cannot be accepted as pure and living water, 
though proceeding from a divine spring. Else why the need 
of a new translation? But we have to consider not only 
the channels through which this revelation has come down 
to us, but also to go farther back and to consider the vessels 
it was originally poured into, and in the last place its 
origin. 

‘Thon shall we come to the real foundations of the Chris- 
tian religion, ‘To any but a Spiritualist the mode of inspi- 
ration—the way in which the thoughts of Holy Writ were 
embodied in their present form—must be a dark and 
perplexing problem. ; 

Were the writers conscious or unconscious of the use they 
were put to? How were they made aware that their 
guidance was divine? Was it divine in any other sense 
than all actions which spring originally from the source of 
life in whom we live, and move, and have our being ? 

These are the questions involved in the necessary com- 
parison of authorities, and which must be strictly answered 
before anything like a rational “foundation” can be 
arrived at. 

If it be said that in casting adrift from the old mooring 
of an infallible word of God we are launching upon an 
unfathomable sea of doubt, let us reflect whether better 
proof of a God is afforded by any human tradition than 
may be arrived at by the study in our own souls of the 
“ power which makes for righteousness?” Whether there 
can be any stronger basis for the belief in a spiritual 
existence after death than the recorded experience of all 
ages, corroborated by our own if we will take the trouble to 
acquire it? i 

These two belicfs, coupled with the knowledge of future 
rewards and punishments self-earned, which is their natural 
corollary, are the strong and unassailable foundations of 
“natural religion,” and will prove sufficient to bear the 
weight of human hopes, and aspirations, and woes, when 
the infallibility of pope and priest, church and book, are 
relegated to their proper place amongst the fables and 
mythologies of the past. 


A RAT-EATING SEER. 
BY SIR CHARLES ISHAM, BART. 


Tar late William Dring, of Gotham, near Nottingham, 
rat-catcher, whose rat-éating propensities I allude to in my 
little poem ‘ What shall we eat?” was a very remarkable 
secr, Although Dr. Elliotson was not at the time (1852) a 
believer in spiritual phenomena, he readily inserted a full 
account I wrote for the Zoist, vol. ix., p. 55, from which it 
appears he had seen at least a hundred of bis acquaintances 
at about the time of their death, before or after. In the 
night they would produce a sensation as if walking lightly 
over him, and when a boy he had been beaten by his father 
for disturbing him in the night. 

His mother and others of the family had the same faculty. 
A similar case is to be found in John Wesley’s Journal, 
and is reprinted in the Spiritual Magazine, vol. 1, p. 120. 

The death of Dring from drinking too much beer at a rat 
pie feast is also recorded in the Zoist, vol. x., p. 120. 

Lamport Hall, Northampton, May 14th, 1874. 

At the next soirée of the National Association of Spiritualists, June 
6th, Miss Ella Dietz and Mr. F. Dietz will give poetical recitations from 
Mrs. Browning and Alfred Tennyson. 

Mr. Fiercuer ar Mrs. Wetpoy’s Socrst Meevines.—Next Monday 
night Mr. Fletcher, the American medium, will give a short trance 
address at one of Mrs. Weldon's weekly concerts, at the Langham-hall, 
Portland-street, and the payments for admission will go to the support 
of the Orphanage.. The proceedings of the evening will begin at eight 
o’clock, If, instead of a trance address, Mr. Fletcher could give to a 
large audience the evidence of spirit identity which he does to a small 
one, he would awaken considerable interest. Miss Myrtle Boone, who 
last Monday gave an able address on “The Elevation of Labour,” will 
next Monday recite “The Stage-Struck Daughter.” The music and 
singing will, as usual, be of high quality. Mr. Mayall, of 244, Regent- 
street, has taken several good portraits of Mrs. Weldon, with her 
little pupil Katie; copies of these will be sold for the benefit of the 
Orphanage, 


: “ EVERETTISM.” 
BY EDWARD W. COX, SERJEANT-AT-LAW, PRESIDENT OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

In my desire to learn the contrivances by which the alleged 
phenomena of Spiritualism are produced I paid a visit to the 
so-called exposé of Mr, Everett, at 22, Woburn-place, Russell- 
square. 

oi need not detail the many remarkable conjurations per- 
formed, my purpose being to narrate one which certainly far 
surpasses anything exhibited by Maskelyne and Cooke. 

At the first visit a pair of handcuffs was put upon him, 
and the key held by myself. In six minutes his coat was 
taken off; in two minutes more my coat was upon his back; 
in seven minutes the chair on which he sat was hung by one 
of the rounds to the handcuffs, which throughout these 
doings were closed upon his wrists. 

But these handcuffs were his own, and it might be fairly 
conjectured in some way prepared for the purpose. I asked 
if I might place upon him handcuffs brought by myself. He 


` readily consented, 


Accordingly I borrowed from the prison at Clerkenwell 
two pairs of handcuffs which I was assured in plain language, 
“ the devil himself could not get out of.” One of them was 
of very special make, not closing with a clasp, but requiring 
a key to open and close it by means of a double screw, 
whose effect was that it could be opened or shut only by its 
own key, and that of so peculiar a make that no other could 
be used. It was a special structure to sccure an extraordi- 
nary criminal. The other pair of handcuffs was of the usual 
form, closing with a spring, but when closed it could not be 
opened by any other key than its own. 

Armed with these two formidable instruments, which had 
safely held in durance vile many hundreds of criminals, I 
called upon Mr. Everett. To my surprise he instantly con~ 
sented to my using them in any manner I pleased. 

The suggestion I had heard by others who had witnessed 
the handcuff feat was, that he must have so small a hand 
that he could draw it out and replace it with great rapidity. 
As this was not impossible, however improbable, instead of 


‘|, putting them upon his hands, I fastened both pairs of hand- 


cuffs to the round of his chair, securely locking them, and 
putting the keys into my pocket. I timed him throughout. 
In five minutes the handcuffs were taken from the round of 
the chair, and placed upon his wrists, one of each pair being 
round each wrist, and the others of the two pairs linked 
together. All were securely locked as before. In this con- 
dition, in sixteen seconds, his coat was taken off. In twenty- 
two seconds a handkerchief, handed by a visitor, was knotted 
into nine curious knots, which it took him five minutes to 
untie. I then proposed to take the handcuffs off with the keys, 
but he suggested that trial should be made if the power that 
put them on could not take them off. In eighteen seconds they 
were taken off, unlinked, and thrown upon the floor still un- 
opened. 

There is much besides that is remarkable, but none so 
perplexing as this, 

He does not call it Spiritualism. He requests the visitor 
to form his own judgment, and he submits to any tests. He 
calls it Everettism, and perhaps that is the best name for it. 
By no straining of the law could it be called “ palmistry,”’ 
nor the exhibitor be subjected to the Vagrant Act, 

I may add that Inspector Day has put upon him three 
pairs of handcuffs at once, and a chair has been hung upon 
them, his coat taken off, and the visitor’s coat put on. 

The exposure of Spiritualism in Piccadilly is not to be 
compared with this exhibition of Everettism. Everybody 
should see it. 

36, Russell-square, May 12, 1877. 


Ar the last meeting of the Council of the National Association of 
Spiritualists it was resolved to print and circulate with next month’s 
agenda the annual report, together with a list of tle members of the 
Association and their annual subscriptions, excepting those who have 
signified their desire that their names should not be published. 

A WATER-COLOUR painting by Madame Ronniger, ‘The Apotheosis of 
St. Cecilia,” is on view at the Rooms of the National Association of 
Spiritualists, 38, Great Russell-street, London. The subject is treated in 
a highly Spiritualistic manner, and the execution is both refined and 
powerful. Madame Ronniger is editress of the Zsthetic Review, and is 
well known as a talented musician, lecturess, and art critic, ` 
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“TWO GIFTS.” 
BY FLORENCE MARRYAT. 


“Wiar can I do for Thee, my dearest Lord, 
Who died for me ? l 

What shall I bring from out my store of wealth, 
To offer Thee ? 

I nothing have, but what Thy love bestowed 
To ease life’s pain. 

All came from Thee—yet, if Thou wilt, receive 
Thy gifts again! 

Shall I lay down before Thy Blessed Feet 
My powers of mind ? 

No greater joy than to submit them thus 
My soul could fiud! 

Dost Thou require the faithful love of years, 
The tender care 

With which sweet Friendship has enriched my life? 
Then do not spare! 


Or wouldst recall the strength of which I boast ? 
It is but lent. 

Let Thy command be known, Thy servant's voice 
Shall not dissent. 

Or dost Thou crave as sacrifice from me 
My paltry wealth ? 

Lorp! Take my powers, my comfort, aud my means, 
My will, my health ! 

All came from Thee—all by Thy mercy given, 
Are still Thine own. 

Strip me of earthly good, so I retain 
Thy love alone!” 

“ My servant! What are these thy gifts to me? 
Am I not Gop? 

And shall I cause thee needlessly to pass 
Beneath My rod? 

Keep thou thy mind; cherish the friends I gave— 
The health—the gain: 

Each boon was sent to draw thee wearer Heaven ; 
Let each remain ! 

But search thy heart: its fealty I claim 
As Royal Right, 

And say if thy desire to serve thy Lorp 
Will bear the light! 

Hast thou in truth brought forward of thy best 
To give to Me? 

Js there no treasure hidden in thy heart 
More prized by thee ? 

I am the First! Thou canst not all deceive 
By word or deed : 

YWold nothing back lest I withhold My love 
In thy great need !” 

“Q?! Lorp, I do indeed confess my sin: 
The best of all 

Thy gifts lies yet concealed within my breast, 
And at Thy call 

My bosom throbs, it bounds beneath the dread 
OF parting nigh, 

Yet, Saviour! if Thou wilt, take even that— 
And let me die! 

Is it his precious life Thou dost require ? 
I hide my eyes, 

Do Thy great Will—but spare my feeble sight 
The Sacrifice. 


Not that! My weary days then must be speut 
Apart from his! 

Severed our lives, but at Thy word I can 
Bear even this. ] 

Yet insufficient! From Thine eyes I read 
The stern decree, 

Another shall enjoy the dear delights 
Denied to me! 

Thy Hand is still unclosed—there yet remains 
More to resign : 

O! Lorp, not his dear love—that love which I 
Believed was mine! 

Try every means Thy scvereign Will may deign 
My faith to prove! 


i 


Oh! take his life—his presence—and himself, 
Spare me his love P” 

“ My altar waits to sanctify thy gift, 
Do thou the rest; 

Make thine own choice—be faithful to thyself—~ 
I ask thy best !” 

“Lorp! I am Thine, Thy creature, and Thy slave, 
The deed is done: 

Receive his love—receive my broken heart, 

Two gifts in one.” 


THE PERSONAL IDENTITY OF COMMUNIGCATINU SPIRITS. 
A SEANCE WITH MR. J. W. FLETCHER. 


Last Tuesday afternoon about a dozen ladies and gentlemen assembled at 
tho rooms of the British National Association of Spiritualists, 88, Great 
Russell-stroet, London, to witness trance manifestations through the medium- 
ship of Mr. J. W. Fletcher, of the United States, 

The medium arrivod about five minutes before the séance began; he was 
not introduced to anybody, and most of those present were strangers to him. 
No intimation had been given to him in advance, as to who had been invited. 

He passed into tho trance state, and after giving a short address was con- 
trolled by what claimed to be an Indian spirit of the name of “ Winona,” 
who professed to obtain information, under difficulties, from the departed 
friends of the sitters present, which information she, through the medium, 
conveyed to the particular person in earth-life, for whom it was intended. No 
“leading questions” were put by the listeners, nor was anything said to give 
any clue to Winona. ; 

Under these conditions the controlling intelligence told M. Gustave de 
Veh, of Dresden, that ho (M. de Veh) was a freemason, and that a spirit 
who in earth-life had been much higher in masonry than himself dosired to 
communicate with him; furthermore the name of the said spirit, which was 
a foroign and peculiar one, was given, M. de Veh ‘said that all this was 
true, and that he believed that nobody in the room but himself had been pre- 
viously aware of the facts stated. 

The communicating intelligence then turned to Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, 
M.S.TeL.E., of 6, Loughborough-road-North, Brixton, and told him that 
somebody of the name of “Robert” wished to speak to him, and that tho 
said Robert had brought Mr, Fitz-Gerald’s little sister with him; the latter 
wished to communicate not only with her brother, but with her mother, who 
was also present. Mr. and Mrs. Fitz-Gerald said that all this was true, and 
that subsequent rovelations made to them in the same way, related to impor- 
lant private mattors unknown to anybody outside their own family. 

Miss Kislingbury, secretary to the National Association of Spiritualists, was 
next told that her father was prosent; Winona further said that she saw a 
lady who was spelling her name to her—‘‘ E-d-m-i-s-t-o-n;” her husband was 
with ler, and they were both asking about thoir “Katie,” who was still in 
carth life; they held up two or three fingers to show that they had been only 
two or threo years in the spirit world. They seemed to be “ near” each other 
in a spiritual sense. They said that Miss Kislingbury had often visited them 
at their home, and thoy wished to state that they had received a bright reward 
for the work they had done below in connection with Spiritualism. They had 
a communication to give to their Katie, who had too many people advising her; 
they wished very much to give her some advice for themselves. They further 
said :— 

Dear Friends in the earth Hfe—We have made many attempts, but have hitherto heen 
unable to eommunicate with you, although we know that. you often think of us in the 
spirit world, Know this from us, that al} things are governed by the law of justice, and 
that the ouly way by which men ean find happiness in spirit-life is by acting out properly 
the life on the earth below, by duing the best they ean at eaeh moment of time. Are we 
happy do you say? Bless your hearts! Yes! And our happiest time is when we ean meet 
you thus together, 3 

Tho above address is highly characteristic of the late Mr. aud Mrs. Edmis- 
ton, of Beckenham, Kent, who were most faithful and kindly workers in the 
cause of Spiritualism, 

Next, the communicating intelligence said that a lady present had a son 
who was an accomplished musician. Mrs. Speer admitted that this was 
herself, upon which the spirit said—* Please give the following message to th 
doctor,” meaning thereby Dr, Stanhope Temploman Speer. : 

A gentleman present was told that his wife strongly objected to Spirit- 
ualism, and somewhat hindered him in his investigation thereof, He ad. 
mitted this to be true, 

Mr. Harrison was then informod that his father and mothor were present, 
and that they at a futuro time would communicate with him in such a way 
that no question could arise in his mind but that he was really talking to 
thom. Mr. Harrison said that it was true that his father and mother had both 
departed this life. 

Winona told a lady from Monmonthshiro that a spirit of the namo of 
“George” wished to speak to her, aftor which the entranced medium 
whispered a messago in her ear; she said that the communication was par- 
tially accurate. 

About a week ago Mr. Flotcher gave a séance to the Dalston Society of 
Inquirers into Spiritualism, and Mr. Blyton, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Cook, and 
Signor Rondi, have expressed to us their satisfaction with the evidonce of 
spirit identity then given to various sitters. We first met Mr. Fletchor » 
fortnight ago, at the house of Mrs. Weldon, whero ho gave an admiral present, 
wlom ho had never seen before, some particulars of his past lifo, and of the 
expeditions which he lad commanded, which statements were admitted to 
be all of them true. 

Mr. Fletchor’s mediumship scoms to supply a want which has long beon 
felt in this country, namely, communications giving strong presumptivo 
evidence of the personal identity of tho communicating spirits, 


Dr. Hooxrr, Presidont of the Royal Society, spoke of Spiritualism at the 
Royal Academy dinner as “ tho prevalent superstition.” 

Last Monday evening there was a large attendance at the rooms of the 
British National Association of Spiritualists, at the adjourned discussion on 
t Form Manifestations.” A report will bo published in these pages next week, 

Tnure aro full attendances every Sunday at St. James’s Church, Westmore- 
land. street, ncar Portland-place, London, to listen to the ministrations of the 
Rev. H. R. Haweis, M.A., whose regular congregation is largely composed of 
Spiritualists, The church is too small for the congrogatiou, 
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IDENTIFIED SPIRIT FORMS.* 
BY BENJAMIN COLEMAN. 
As you have asked me to take part in the discussion on 
spirit forms, I cheerfully comply with your request by 


writing what I have to say instead of taking my place in 


open discussion, for which I regret I do not now feel equal. 
I am aware, however, that anything I have to say will be 
to many of the readers of your excellent journal but “a 
thrice-told tale,” yet I have no doubt, as you assure me, 
that the majority have never heard, but in the most casual 
way, of the records I made, now some sixteen years ago, of, 
probably, the best attested case of ‘‘ Spirit Form Identity” 
that has yet been made public—I mean that of Mr. Charles 
F. Livermore’s wife, through the mediumship of the well- 
known medium, Miss Catherine Fox. 

Let me premise, for the information of those who are now 
taking a prominent position in the Spiritual movement, that 
after several years’ experience in this country I made a trip, 
in 1861, to America, for the purpose of fortifying my judg- 
ment by personal intercourse with the leading Spiritualists 
on that side of the Atlantic, including, among many others, 
Judge Edmonds, Professor James Moffat, Epes Sargent, 
and Dr. John F. Gray. On the first evening after my 
arrival at New York, I went, as a perfect stranger, to one 
of the weekly conferences of Spiritualists held at Clinton 
Hall, and heard from the lips of the latter gentleman a 
statement of a series of phenomena which entirely surpassed 
anything I had previously seen, or even heard of. Dr. Gray, 
who occupied the platform, said that the wonderful facts he 
should narrate occurred within the previous two or three 
weeks to a personal and intimate friend of his, who was 
disconsolate about the loss of his wife, and whom he had 
induced to look into Spiritualism, Little did he imagine 
that his friend’s experience wouid soon surpass his own. 
His friend, whose name he regretted he could not divulge, 
occupied a high position in the commercial world, and was a 
man whose statements were absolutely to be relied upon. 

The following is a brief sketch of one of the first séances, 
as described by Dr. Gray :—_ 

When the light was extinguished, some person, as if 
walking in stocking-feet, was heard, accompanied by the 
rustling of a silk dress; then it was rapped out—‘ My dear, 
Iam here in form; do not speak.’ A globular light then 
rose up from the floor behind me, and as the light’ became 
brighter a face surrounded by a crown was distinctly seen by 
the medium and myself. Next, the entire head appeared, 
covered with a white veil. After the figure had risen some 
feet higher, the veil was withdrawn, and I then recognised 
unmistakeably the full head and face of my wife, surrounded 
by a semi-circle of light, about eighteen inches in diameter. 
The recognition was complete, derived alike from the fea- 
tures and her natural expression. The globe was then 
raised, and a female hand held before it was distinctly 
visible. Each of these manifestations was repeated several 
times, as if to leave no doubt in our minds. Now, the 
figure coming lower down, and, turning its head, displayed, 
falling over the globe of light, long, flowing hair, which, 
even in its shades of colour, appeared like the natural 
tresses of my wife, and, like hers, was unusually luxuriant,” 

Another séance was described by Dr. Gray, and in the 
discussion which arose, not one of the speakers, except 
myself, could accept the statements made by him, I said 
“that marvellous and unprecedented as the phenomena 
undoubtedly were, I could receive them on sufficient testi- 
mony. ‘The only thing to be regretted was that manifesta- 
tions so extraordinary should have been witnessed by only 
one person besides the medium, and that that one should 
withhold his name from the world,” These remarks, made 
at the close of the meeting, made me at once acquainted 
with the anopymous gentleman himself, and if no other 
circumstance had occurred in the course of my inquiries, 
the result of this acquaintance would have been to me a 
sufficient reward for my visit to America. He was seated 
during the whole evening, it appeared, at my side, and like 
myself he was unacquainted with any one present. Upon my 
rising to depart, this stranger presented his card—Mr. Chas, 
F. Livermore, 41, Wall-street—and asked the favour of 


_* A paper read last Monday night at a meeting of the members and friends of the 
National Association of Spiritualists, 


making my acquaintance, saying that he was the person 
alluded to by Dr. Gray, and he should be glad to satisfy me 
of the reality of his strange experiences. Thus commenced an 
intimacy which continued from that day up to 1866, during 
which period Mr. Livermore kept up an active correspondence 
with me, telling me of all the new developments which were 
constantly occurring, and which, taken as a whole, I believe 
form the most complete history of spirit manifestations on 
record, 

In the first letter which I received from Mr. Livermore, he 
said :— 


“ We have now arrived at that point where cards are written upon 
by the spirit. 

“The first of this kind, headed Friday, May 3rd, 1861, was most 
carefully and correctly written, aud the identity of my wife’s hand- 
writing proved conclusively by minute comparison. 

“The spirit, style, and handwriting, are positive proofs to my mind 
of the identity of the writer, if other more conviucing proofs still, 
which I have had, were left entirely out of the question.” 


The next letter I give in detail, as it suggests questions 


wortby of consideration: —~ 
New York, June 24, 1861. 

You are no doubt correct in saying that anonymous statements carry 
less weight than when attested by a respectable signature, In my case, 
however, the credibility of the witness can be proved, first by your 
own testimony, as well as by that of Dr. Gray, to whom Iam well 
and intimately known. 

And here permit me to say, that I regard Dr. Gray’s opinions on 
Spiritual Science as entitled to perhaps greater weight than those of 
almost any prominent Spiritualist in this country. He is strongly 
opposed to what he considers the too prevailing confidence in spiritual 
identities. Dr. Gray fully understands the practical nature of my 
investigations. How I have receded, step by step, from a state of 
thorough scepticism, and therefore he attaches importance to facts 
so important, which he knows are free from exaggeration. 

My earnest desire was, above all, not to be cleceived myself, and 
now that my faith is impregnable, I wish to keep it pure by a strict 
adherence to positive truth. From the first I have kept records, includ- 
ing the states of the atmosphere, direction of the wind, &. My 
experiences and observations prove that the electric conditions, both 
of the atmosphere and of the persons receiving manifestations, are, if 
possible, more important and subtle than mental conditions. I find 
that a perfect manifestation can only be received under a combination 
of favourable, mental, physical and atmospheric conditions. A north 
wind and clear sky are both desirable; but the greatest electric pheno- 
mena (of lights) witnessed by me was during a snow-storm, when the 
atmosphere had become highly electrical by the action of the falling 
particles of moisture suddenly congealed by an extraordinary change of 
temperature to intense cold. 

Our atmosphere, as you are aware, is ordinarily dry, whilst yours 
is surcharged with moisture; and I am satisfied that it would be 
difficult, if not impossible, to obtain as perfect manifestations in 
London as in New York. 

As Miss Fox says she has never received such powerful ones with 
any other person, it would be perhaps proper for me to state that 
my condition has always been highly electrical. The combing of my 
hair elicits electrical sparks in profusion in dry weather,* and I find 
no difficulty in lighting the gas by applying the end of my finger to 
the burner, after having excited the electricity in my system by the 
friction of my feet upon the carpet. This, however, is not an nn- 
common occurrence here, but I have repeatedly tried it in Hagland 
without success, I give you these facts, because I think it important 
to look at all the means, by which spirits are probably enabled to 
produce wonderful phenomena without transcending the laws of 
Nature. 

You ask me if I believe that all the manifestations which occur to 
me are from one spirit. Most certainly not, for it has been repeatedly 
explained, and I think proved, that the spirit of my wife made itself 
visible to me through the powerful aid of other spirits. The startling 
noises of which I have spoken, were made, I believe, by others for 
the purpose of exciting the nervous system and throwing off from 
the body of the medium and myself the electric fluid, which is then 
seized upon and made available by the will of the active spirit, This 
is my theory, gathered entirely trom observation. 

On the occasion of the first appearance of my wife’s spirit I was 
told that the spirit of Benjamin Franklin had aided in producing the 
electrical phenomena by means of which the spirit was made visible 
tome. From that time he has (by raps) invariably announced his 
presence. His identity, however, it has been impossible for me to 
prove except upon his own statement confirmed by my wife. But her 
identity has been established beyond the shadow of a doubt. First by 
her appearance, second by her handwriting, and third by her mental 
individuality, to say nothing of other numerous tests which are con- 
clusive in ordinary cases, but upon none of which have I relied 
except as corroborative evidence,” 


In this letter it will be seen that the spirit-wife told Mr. 
Livermore, on the first evening she presented herself, that the 
spirit of Benjamin Franklin had aided her, and in subse- 
quent messages it was promised that Franklin himself would 
appear in form; this was realised some months after, and 


—_— ia eee 
* A similar statement is made by the Rey. C. H, Townshend in his Facts in Mesmerism, 


May 18, 1877. THE SPIRITUALIST. 934 
pa = ies es eae Pee se ees ===. ee aaa Se ne eR 
subsequently Dr. Gray aud Mr. Livermore’s brother Poetry 
witnessed the full form manifestations of both the wife and ANNER 
Dr. Franklin. LIFE. 


I send with this two cards written upon by each of the 
spirits, that written by the wife is one of several which wero 
sent home, and we have Mr. Livermore’s distinct asseveration 
more than once repeated, that the writing is identical with 
that of his wife. 

That written by Dr. Franklin is, as you will sce, totally 
different, aud no doubt some of your readers will be able to 
find, in the British Museum, a specimen of his original 
writing in life, 

I have never sought for it there, but shortly after the 
receipt of the cards I went to the Reform Club, and there 
T saw his signature attached to the scroll of American In- 
dependence, which hangs in the stranger’s room of the club, 
or did hang there fifteen years ago, and I thought the signa- 
ture singularly like that on the card. I send you also two 
sheets containing lithographed fac-simile letters of both 
Franklin’s and Estelle’s, for the inspection of those who are 
interested. 

Now, with regard to the whole series of manifestations 
witnessed by Mr. Liverniore, I have to remark that they are 
entirely different from anything we have yct seen in this coun- 
try, and also different to most of those which have becu 
spokeu of within the last three or four years in America. 

There are evidently therefore two kinds of form manifesta- 
tions. Here let me say that Mr. Livermore is wrong in 
supposing that his is the only case of that nature, for there 
was one at least of a very similar character which happened, 
I belicve through the same medium about the same time, 
which has uever been made public; but, as I have said, 
nothing of that kind has occurred here. One important 
difference is that the medium in the one case was always 
in her normal state, never entranced, but very sensitive, and 
occasionally marring the efforts of the spirits by her natural 
excitement as these forms developed; she thus, to a certain 
extent, prevented for a time the most perfect of the mani- 
festations. 

I have always looked forward to the timc, now at hand, 
when men superior to myself would feel obliged to examine 
aud who, after recognising what I have been accustomed to 
cul Spiritualism, and the reality of the phenomena, would 
prove the mysteries which I and many others have recorded. 
Tn my way I think that I have faithfully performed my part in 
the spiritual movement. But you, with higher educational 
advantages, who are now engaged in attempting to unravel 
the mystery which enshrouds the subject of spiritual mani- 
festations, have a higher and much more difficult task to 
accomplish. I feel, however, that you who are discussing the 
subject and acknowledging the reality of spirit-forms, are on 
the right road, though the settling in your own minds of what 
is, and what is not matter, will be a great difficulty, since it 
will necessarily oblige you to abandon your early training 
and cast to the winds what science has taught, and what its 
great examplars, the Tyndals, Huxleys, and others still 
erroneously maintain. 

One other observation I will make on the great difficulty 
of settling the question of identity of the spirit forms seen 
in this country. Identity in any of tle phases has been 
with me, as I have no doubt it has been with every serious 
inquirer, a great stumbling-block. My opportunities, though 
limited in comparison with many others, have been, how- 
ever, enough to assure me that a certain class of spirits 
have the powcr of simulating effects which too frequently 
compromise the innocent cntranced medium under their 
“ control,” and therefore I entirely agree with Mr. Stainton- 
Moses and Mr. Harrison, and I think the use of a cabinct 
and the binding of mediums, however securely, is useless, 
and should in future be dispensed with, especially by thosc 
who compose the Research Committee, who are presumed to 
be adepts, and whose dutics have nothing to do with the 
conversion of sceptics. 


Tnx memorial to Dr. Slade lies at 48, Great Russell-street, for the 
signature of those who wish to testify, from personal experience only, to 
the reality of his mediumship. AH those who desire to sign it should do 
so without delay. 
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Far away, on the hoar hill side, 

From Skiddaw’s crest tho streamlets glide ; 
Or, loaping in a torrent-gush, 

Down the craggy channels rush 

Whito and glittering ; but, so far 

Aro hoathor brae and broken sear, 
Motionloss their motion seems, 

And fixed tho trickling silver gleams. 

As in a charm susponded, lie— 

Or, like a pieturo to tho eyo— 

The rushing waters, and oxpress 

No movoment in their silentness — 

That one long line of falling pearl— 

Savo whoro the tortured cascados whirl 
And make a trouble in the air, 

Though e’en tho foam hangs sleeping there. 


Thero aro somo lives whose action flows 
Through intense forcos in repose, 

Aud to the distant thought appear 
Lovely, but lonely, on the droar 
World's mountain sido a glory, set 

In a storn solitude, which yot 

They soem to comfort and make bright 
With gentlo beauty, and the white 
Glimmoring as of a spirit light. 

Go near, and, lo, tho silence speaks, 

Tn countless waves tho full tide breaks, 
The unapparent force appoars 

Tn the quick rush of hopos and fears, 
And onward, beating thoughts, subdued 
In channels of a purposed good, 
Though crossed and fretted oft. For there 
Swoll sighs for seerct faults and care 
For the world’s horitage of sin, 

And heart-sick longings, midst tho din 
Of the great wrongs of timo, to hear 
Celestial tones rise lond and olear, 

The victory of a God confessed, 

And all that troubled flood at rest. 


Lord, may my life in quiet seoming, 

And lit by such a gentle gleaming 

As to the mind incurious hides 

The hidden power with which it glides, 
Fulfil its vows of prayor and faith, 

And love that lights the cclipso of death ; 
Kind acts and lowly services 

Of heart that feols and hands that bloss, 
And that unselfishnoss Divine 

Which proves mo, sweetest Saviour, thine. 
So troubled, gentle may the pross 

Of busiest days seem silentnoss, 

And, touched by heaven's reposoful light, 
Lifo’s active charities grow bright, 

And be subdued, midst all its cares, 

Its trembling hopos, its feast and prayers, 
And strifo with sin that daro not cease, 


To one result of shining peace. AS. 


THE GREATER NUMBER, 


[ln the Zrinummus of Plautus (Act if, scene 2), Philto exclaims, “Quin me ad plures 
penetravi!” which Riley translates, “ Why have IL not descended ¿o the dead ere this?" 
adding the note “'Ad Plures, ‘to the many,' signifies ‘the dead,’ inasmuch as they aro 
more in number than the living. It was probably used as an euphemism; since to make 
mention of death was considered ominous of ill, “To the greater number,” or “to the 
majority,” would be a more literal translation, as the adiective is in the comparative 
degree.) 

Moro! thore aro far, far more, in the land boyond the veil, 
Whero we seo not, as here, our loved ones fade and fail. 

There where the solemn Uross, never dims the sunshine of love, 
More than in earth’s poor stores, in tho treasure-house above! 


More in the paradise fields, and along tho golden shore ; 

In tho sunny isles that stud the glassy sea, moro—more, 

Saints have been gathoring thoro, over since the world was born-—— 
Not coming, and passing away, as in this life's transiont morn. 


Gone like the twilight mists—liko a guest that tarries a day— 
Our loved ones canto to bless us; but now, O where are thoy ? 
Gone, whero tho happy circles are broken never more, 

But each year the knots of loved ones gathcr—so many more. 


Gone, our groy-haired paronts: passed to the home above, 

Ere we seemed te bo able to pay thom half of our debt of love. 
Waiting for us thera, to stretch out tho shining hand, 

And take us for evor to them up in the Tearless Land, 


Gene—the wife from the hasband: the husband from the wife, 
Who should havo shared the often weary burden of life. 

Gone, like tho widow’s son at the gate of the City of Nain, 
Tho brave ones whom earthly oyos shall never behold again, 


Goldou-haired little ones—gono—slipt from our fostering hand, 
And gono to their Guardian Angols, there in tho Summer Land. 
We, with our Rachol-moanings, waiting te follow thom, 

Like the broken-hearted mothers of the babes at Bethlehem, 


Byor since Abel's spirit passed with the first death-cry, 
Gathering still thoso hosts in tho homo beyond the skyi 
Wo, too, passing aleng, to sharo a mansion with them 
Within tho pearly gates of the new Jerusalem, 
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They are the noble army, the vast community ; 

Poor hermits, wandering pilgrims in tho wilderness are we. 

But we speed on the sclisame journey. Patience; it cannot be long. 
Sometimes we seem to catch the sound of their far-off song. 


Sometimes—oftener still when the world is very drear— 

Seom we the rustling wings of the angel-hosts to hear, 

As though the “ cloud of witnesses” were gathoring, clan by clan, 
And the King of Saints and Martyrs Himself led on the van. 


There is more—-oh, think of it, mourner, in every time of dearth !— 
More to be gained in heaven than cver we lose on earth, 

Woop not, when one new pilgrim passes beyond the bourne, 

Saith not the bonediction, * Blessed are they that mourn” ? 


Patience. Wait as the husbandman waits for the cloud and the rain. 

The shadows will soon come down, and make us all one again. 

Hero is a slender band: and the weary hoart oft faints, 

There, there are far, far more in the home of the waiting saints! 
Mauricy Davis, 


Correspondence, 
(Great freedom is given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions diametrically opposed 
to those of this journal and its readers. Unsolicited communications cannot be returned ; 
copies should be kept by the writers.] 


SWEDENBORG’S TEACHINGS—ANOTILER INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF DR. WOLFE. 


Six,—In the current number of your unique paper you give some 
interesting incidents from the experienee of the genial, laborious and 
dauntless missionary, Dr. Joseph Wolff. The present writer remembers 
hearing him preach at St. Augustine’s Church, Liverpool, but of that 
in the sequel. What you quote as recorded by himself suggests that 
strange incident in’ the experience of Swedenborg, not strange in the 
sense of aloneness, but as exciting curiosity, of a vision of a man who 
said, “I am God, the Lord, the Creator and Redeemer of the World,” 
which is a stone of stumbling to many inquirers—inquirers who do not 
doubt similar experiences recorded of other men, as St. Paul, St. John, 
or Col. Gardiner. See besides Gen. iii. 8,9; 1 Kings xix. 11; Ps. 
xviii. 10; Job xxxviii. 1; Ezek. viii. 1—4 ; ix. 1. “I, John, saw 
the Holy City,” says the divine Apocalypse. ‘I, Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, had my spiritual eyes opened to the spiritual world in 1743, and 
this continued constantly till in 1772,” is the similar testimony of sight 
of that humble man. In both cases the affirmation is personal ; in both, 
enlightened reason and the common sense of mankind will in time 
accept the conclusions as their own (Human Science, &e, by J. J. G. 
Wilkinson, p. 186), What I have specially in view in writing is, the 
fact recorded by Dr. Wolff, and which I understand is a common 
experience of Spiritualists, that the “ Devil was silent ” at hearing the 
name Jesus. Readers of Swedenborg on reading your copy of the 
doctor’s letter would be reminded of him, for in sober prose he 
writes, “no devil in hell has power to pronounce the name Jesus,” 
(U. I. 297). Again, ‘The whole host of Satans cannot endure to hear 
the name Jesus to be pronounced; for when such sound strikes their 
ears, they become instantly like furies, and run to and fro, uttering 
blasphemies.’? Your Wesleyan would recall some of their most familiar 
hymns. The accordance of these hymns with the foregoing extract 
from Swedenborg suggests the query, was Swedenborg a Wesleyan, or 
was Charles Wesley a Swedenborgian? So closely does the poetry of 
the one tally with the prose of the other that the agreement can 
scarcely be accidental. It is on record that John Wesley never met 
Swedenborg, though he had a desire so to do, of which the latter 
received intelligence from the spiritual world, and he duly informed 
Wesley that he had received such information, upon which Wesley 
confessed that it was true that he had a desire to see Swedenborg, but 
that he had never communicated the fact to any one. 

“ Did (he) wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secret ?” 


With Swedenborg’s words, quoted above, be good enough to compare 
Hymns 37, 314, 315, from which I quote a few lines. 


Jesus ! the name, high over all, 
In hell or earth or sky, 
Angels and men before it fall 
And devils fear and fiy. 
Again, 
Angels your march oppose, 
Who still in strength excel, 
Your secret, sworn eternal foes 
Countless, invisible: : 
With rage that never ends 
Their hellish arts they try, 
Legions of dire, malicious fiends, 
And spirits enthroned on high, 
Jesus, tremendous name, 
Puts all our foes to flight : 
Jesus, the meek, the angry Lamb, 
A Lion is in fight. 
By all hell’s host withstood 
Wo all hell’s host o’erthrow, &c. 


Some may suppose that these lines find support in the language of 

Paul, Ephes, vi. 11--18; Phil. ii. 10, and so they may; but it will be 

‘admitted that their verbal accordance is nearer to the language of 
Swedenborg. 

Will you kindly grant me space to relate briefly a recollection of 
Dr. Wolfi’s preaching, referred to at the beginning of this letter. He 
stated that, entering an eastern village early one morning, where, 
during the night a conflagration had destroyed many of the houses, he 
heard cries of distress, and among them these words of wailing, “Thou 
hast broken our bones! Thou hast broken our bones !” ie., Lord, this 
grief is from Thee, Affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither 


en nce 


doth trouble spring out of the ground (Job x. 6). This experience the 
doctor related to illustrate the words of the Psalmist, “That the bones 
which thou hast broken may rejoice.” As an tdlustration of these words, 
and as showing the permanence of forms of eastern speech and the 
genius of language, the anecdote is of service; but it will be claimed 
that as an interpretation of the words of the penitent Psalmist, it only 
touches the surface. I doubt not that your readers will be pleased to 
see the following exegesis, from Max Miller and Swedenborg, who, it 
will be seen are in accord. I quote first Professor Müller. The text 
under consideration is Gen. ii, 21—23. How that God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon Adam, in order to remove one of his ribs out of 
which ‘made he a woman.” The professor has startled many orthodox 
teachers by the sound common sense of his interpretations. This 
is one of them. “Every student of ancient language,” he says, 
“ sees at once that this account must not be taken in its bare literal 
sense. . , It is not always possible to solve these ancient riddles.” 
The solution Dr. Müller gives is briefly as follows :—*‘ Let us remember 
that when we, in our modern language, speak of the self-same thing, 
the Hebrews speak of the bone, etzem, the Arabs of the eye of a thing. 
This is a well-known Semitic idiom, . .. ‘bone’ seemed a telling 
expression for what we should call the innermost essence ; ‘eye,’ for 
what we should call the soul or self of a thing; , .. bone came to be 
used in the sense of self or same; ... in modern language Adam might 
have been made to say, ‘Thou art same as I am,’ such a thought would 
in ancient Hebrew be expressed by, ‘Thou art bone of my bone, and 
flesh of my flesh.’ ” 

This is the learned professor’s interpretation, abridged out of regard 
to your space, see Intro, Sci. Rel., pp. 45—48. Now for Swedenborg’s 
interpretation. It will be seen that if the ancient writer of the second 
account of creation, as has been claimed, anticipated Dr. Simpson’s 
discovery of chloroform, it is much more evident that Swedenborg 
anticipated the interpretation of modern students of language by about 
120 years, Swedenborg in 1749, when all students of Scripture believed 
that woman was made from the rib of him to whom she was given for 
wife, put forth an interpretation of this ancient record not only in sub- 
stantial accord with Professor Miiller, but in accord with the entire 
round of all the sciences. On the passage in question he says: “It 
requires but little attention in any one to discern that woman was not 
Jjormed out of a rib of a man, and that deeper mysteries are here 
implied than any person has heretofore been aware of; ... bone of 
bones, and flesh of flesh, signified the proprium—i.e., the selfhood, the 
essence, a man’s ownership of himself, a man’s own—of the external 
man, in which was the internal, therefore in ancient times all those 
were called bone of bone, &e., who could be said to belong to them 
(Gen. xxix. 14). The ancients applied this form of speaking to those 
who were of one house, or of one family, or in some relationship (A.C. 
152, 157, 3812). Hence Adam is represented as addressing Eve, Poa 
of her relationship, her sameness, not because she was made out one of 
of his ribs, “Thou art bone of my bone,” &. How are we to account 
for this substantial agreement of these two very distinguished, yet at 
the same time very different, men? Is not Swedenbore’s own account 
of the source of his information the true one? And if so, is there not 
remarkable insight indicated by that sentence of another distinguished 
man of the last century, Lessing, who, in his Education of the Human 
Race (Sec, 4) says, “ Revelation gives nothing to man which the human 
reason, left to itself, might not attain, only it has given, and still gives 
to him, the most important of these things earlier.” 

J. DE Måne Browne. 

91, Rochdale-road, Manchester, 


MESSAGES THROUGH WRITING MEDIUMSILUP. 


Sm,—The following is a spiritual communication, written through 
a lady in the year 1857 :— 

February 12th.—‘‘ The mortal part of a man is a Jong time before it 
is separated from him in the other life ; the process is often painful ; like 
an ugly habit it clings long after we would reject it. Now the will of 
the Lord acting in and by love must be done in absolute freedom, the 
fear which might urge the culprit to admit and submit all things, has no 
place here, for the thought must be grounded in affection, and that 
affection be grounded in truth and good. Now this thought can only 
come by degrees, the beauty of holiness, of meekness, mortal man can 
receive but slowly, the immortal still more slowly, because the outward 
form of goodness is not kept up in the spirit world, where all seem as 
they are. The love, then, if not brought with them, is learnt through 
suffering, hence the trial, the pain; my friend, the goodness of God is 
unimpeachable, but to remain so, mercy must not be extended except 
to the lowly and humble in heart; it would be like putting a crown on 
a peasant who could not govern, or like ornamenting a bride who was 
fit only to die. The toil of life is very much against the spirituality of 
the soul, and yet it need not be, for the working before the Lord in the 
lower duties of mortality makes a prayer finer in its melody than the 
prayer of the form in words even in ihe secret chambers. But prayer 
is made too much a thing apart; God is in the honest act, the kindly 
tone, the secret gift, the expansion of the mind, in the noble traits ; this is 
the prayer we love, for self is very little in the one prayer, often all in the 
other. The broad way of Heaven’s light will enable the imbued man to 
see all things in the hearty social mansions of his heart. Love to his 
Maker brings love to all, and in that loving ray of love the prayer breaks 
forth in loving acts and words. The glorious views of the Saviour- Lord 
must be more and more grafted in man’s soul; the time will come when 
all brethren are links from high to lower grades: the love will unite, 
and the string of melody will fall on the hearts of all men, knotted only 
as degrees are opened in the minds, Now love, peace, and joy be knotted 
together in your heart.” 

J also quote a spiritual communication, written through the late Mr, 
G. B. Pritchard, July 24th, 1864:— 

“ May the love of God prevail, then the light of death must follow ; 
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may the time of probation pass away, and leave behind it the effects of 
a regenerated soul, which shall view with gratitude the hand that has 
given the aid that has brought peace and happiness to the mortal. May 
the liberty of the Christian yet breathe its influence upon the world, and 
bring that good out of evil that shall endure throughout the coming ages 
of the world, when the din of arms shall have ceased, and the calm 
that shall follow it shall reign, then the disquisitions that now agitate 
men’s minds upon their spiritual affairs will find their end in that open- 
ing of Divine Truth that shall be the herald of a new state in the out- 
ward aspect of the world; when man will begin to regard his neighbour 
as he before regarded himself. Will the truth of life not be seen in the 
good of life? and, if so, will not the disputations about truth be hushed 
in the great business whose object is salvation? May the Hero and the 
Conqueror in the Christian warfare be regarded by men as the object of 
their admiration and devotion. May the man of meekness make his 
peace with his persecutor, by infusing into him the principle that pre- 
vails within himself: that may be the panacea in times to come, but 
much must first be done before the new cure can come into operation ; 
many can understand the cure, but few can apply the remedy. While 
the force from without and the terror from without principally rule the 
world, the religion of men will be fixed by the zeal of their own love of 
power, and while that love obtains, the influence of it will affect man in 
all things that engage his thoughts and life; man may fight the good 
fight among all the conflicting elements about him, but his efforts must 
be greater, and his progress must be slower. May the new influence 
making its way in the world soften these elements, while the man of war 
in the outward world is beating down the old profession that raises 
itself as a wall against the will of the Lord and its transforming power. 
Men may be made ofttimes to understand their best interests in the 
hours of affliction, while their powers for outward enjoyment are sus- 
pended, why not then kill that which stands between themselves and 
their true peace, when the powers of life are strong, and the times of 
suffering appear at a‘distance? Because the time has not yet come 
when the best powers of life are devoted to the prand business of salva- 
tion: they now have to be well-nigh killed before even the reflection 
about it can be borne; hail those times when, instead of a disabled 
and stricken man entering on the road to life, a man in the full strength 
and flower of his manhood may be seen devoting his powers to gain 
the goal at which he shall be seen in all the strength and beauty of 
the spiritual man. Will man of natural strength, of spiritual strength, 
and of spiritual attainments halt in the full career of his spiritual 
progress, because he finds a small stone before him in the way which 
he will not put aside, or step over? May the finite not take the 
adjustment of the Infinite that he may find the true means to his 
complete state? including all the peace, all the happiness, and all 
the durability of it which that state contains? All opposition is in- 
disposition to the JLord’s will, and all indisposition to that is delay 
in obtaining the object of desire: let the course of outward life run 
without opposition, it will then run smoothly enough ; but by opposition, 
like placing a large rock in a smoothly flowing stream, you will agitate 
mightily the current that before was holding a peaceful course. May 
this hint be heeded, yet the time is short, let it be smooth; you find in- 
justice in your life, let justice temper it ; forego complaints, you will find 
‘a remedy for all your ills, a security against misfortunes. The hand of 
Fate is hard upon the natural man, but the hand of the Lord guides and 
supports the spiritual man, he lives in the mild and invigorating 
atmospheres of Heaven, but the first inhales the pestilential exhalations 
of death. The Word of the Lord is swift; take it, you will find its 
speed, and with the operation of its breath upon your soul, a relief from 
care, your stay in the present, and your assurance for the future, you 
will thus gain an easy triumph and secure a lasting victory.—ALBERT.” 


Upper Norwood, May 11th, 


DRAWING-ROOM MEETINGS, 


Sirn,—Great assistance has been given to the cause of Woman's 
Suffrage, Woman's Education, and other social and political movements, 
by means of drawing-room meetings; and it has occurred to me that 
some attempt might be made in this direction to aid the cause of 
Spiritualism, if any ladies were inclined to take it up during the London 
season. 

The principal advantages of the plan are, that admission to such 
meetings being only obtainable by invitation, the company is selected 
with a view to harmony and to social sympathy; and, the speakers being 
also carefully chosen, the subject of Spiritualism might be presented 
in its best aspects, and much prejudice, now caused by misrepresentation 
in the press and other quarters, might thereby be removed, and, in its 
place, a desire created to investigate the subject in a fair spirit, 

Perhaps the mention of this plan may induce some of your readers to 
take it into consideration. Extr KiısLINGBURY, 


SPIRIT DRAPERY. 


Sır, — Will you allow me to call your attention to an important error 
in the report of my remarks at the last discussion meeting of the 
British National Association of Spiritualists? I refer to what I am 
made to say concerning the giving away of pieces of her dress by the 
spirit of Mrs. Livermore., To the best of my recollection, I began my 
remarks by saying that I had once received a piece of lace from a 
spirit dress which was quite like ordinary worldly lace, adding that 
I had had the privilege of seeing the photograph of Mrs. Livermore’s 
spirit, and that the drapery around that figure was most exquisitely fine 
and beautiful, especially under the microscope, being comparable only 
to a butterfly's wing or other natural object, 

Very likely my statement was made with some confusion of tongue, 
in which case the report is excusable, but it must be contradicted else 
T shall be held accountable for saying what is not true, In fact, I 
neyer saw Mrs, Livermore either in the body or out, and when her 
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spirit was photographed, if I am not mistaken, only one person was 
present beside the medium, Mrs, Kate Fox-Jencken, The remainder 
of the report is substantially correct, as most of the reports in The 
Spiritualist that have come under my observation are. 


F. V, HALLOCK, 
May 11th, 1877. 


Miss Marriveav’s position in relation to Spiritualism is 
set forth in a letter she wrote to Mary Carpenter, printed in 
the interesting Autobiography just published by Mrs. M. W. 
Chapman (London: Smith, Elder, and Co.). ‘The following 
is the letter :— 

“ Ambleside, April 17, 1866, 

“. ... What your friend has heard of my belief in 
Spiritualism (so called) is not true. As fur as direct personal 
knowledge goes, I am in a state of blank ignorance of the 
whole matter. I have never witnessed any of the phenomena, 
nor conversed with any qualified observer who had. This 
would be wrong if I could have helped it, but the whole 
thing has come up (in a popular way) since my illness began. 
Mr. Home endeavoured, through more than one channel, to 
get permission to come and show me his wonders; but I 
have been in no conditiou for watching and testing such 
experiments, and declined it altogether. Of course one has 
some impression or other from what one hears ; and mine is 
this, From what I learned in my experience and observa- 
tion of mesmerism, I am so far aware of the existence of 
rarely used and undeveloped powers and capacities in the 
brain, as to disapprove very strongly the gratuitous supposi- 
tion, in the spirit-rapping case, of pure imposture on the 
one hand and of the presence of departed spirits on the 
other. I see no occasion or justification whatever for either 
supposition: and I observe this is the view of persons whose 
judement is most respected,—persons who have waited till 
the first excitement had passed off, and they could look into 
the matter as philosophers should. About the facts of mes- 
merism, my position is the same that it was twenty years 
ago,—slmply because I hold not an opinion based on any 
theory (for I never had any theory on it), but knowledge of 
facts. If Cuvier and other eminent naturalists justly in- 
sisted that no group of facts in natural history is better 
established on observation and experiment than those of 
mesmerism, it is not possible for any reasonable person who 
knows the facts to have variable opinions on the case.” 
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Miss Anya Biackwatt’s Prize Essay on Spiritualism has been trans- 
lated into French, and is published in the form of a pamphlet. 


Last Tuesday night a few friends met at 8, Upper Bedford-place, 
London, to welcome Mr, T. Berks Hutchinson, one of the hardest 
workers in the cause of Spiritualism at Cape Town, South Africa. A 
longer notice of the meeting will be published next week. 


Nexr Sunday morning the very Rey. Canon Gilbert, D.D., will 
deliver the third of his series of four fortnightly sermons, at the Roman 
Catholic Church of St. Mary’s, Moorfield’s, London, near the Broad- 
street and Juiverpool-street railway stations. The service begins at 
lla.m., and the sermon at 11,30 a.m. 


AN ESTERTAINMENT at GRAsMERE.—Mr. P. R. Harrison, of Grasmere 
College, has, we are informed, the sons of several Spiritualists under 
his tuition, amongst others, the son of the late Mr. J. W. Jackson, of 
Glasgow. The Lakes Chronicle of last Saturday contains a report of 
an entertainment at the establishment, and the following is an extract 
from the account:—‘' The musical part of the entertainment passed off 
very well, Several of the songs and duets were sung in character, for 
instance, ‘One day while Working at the Plough, a duet by Masters 
Burns and Armer ; ‘ Caller Herrin,’ a song by Master King ; and ‘ Very 
Suspicious, a duet by Mr. Harrison and Master King. King has a 
powerful voice, and, dressed as Mrs. Willoughby Brown, he appeared 
to great advantage in ‘ Very Suspicious.’ Instead of repeating this duet 
when encored, the‘ A B C’ duet was substituted with good effect. The 
pianoforte was ably presided at by Miss Gillies. The second part of the 
programme opened with the trial scene from Shakspere’s ‘Merchant of 
Venice.’ The characters, ten in number, were sustained by Mr. Harri- 
gon’s pupils, Mr. Harrison himself taking the part of Shylock. As an 
interlude Mr. Harrison, attired as an Indian Chief, sang a solo entitled, 
‘The Indian Hunter.” This was followed by ‘The Vagabond,’ also sung 
by Mr. Harrison. A lively nigger farce, called ‘The Magic Penny,’ 
concluded the entertainment. The acting was creditably performed, 
making allowance, of course, for the youth of the performers, and it 
showed that considerable pains must have been taken in preparing for 
these amateur theatricals. A handsome stage was erectel; green cur- 
tains at the sides, scarlet cretonne covered with white lace at the back, 
flowers and footlights in the front, and a real drop scene, completed the 
picture, ‘The costumes were magnificent, particularly those of the 
characters in ‘The Merchant of Venice.” A repetition of the entertain- 
ment has been asked for, and it will probably be given at Ambleside on 


Pa : 5 ; 
i Thursday week, and possibly at Keswick on the following ovening.” 
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A DREAM ABOUT THE SPIRIT OF THE ROSE, 
BY CATHERINE WOODFORDE, 

Uron a table in a glass of water stood a beautiful rose, shedding its 
fragrance upon the air. Lovingly Cicone drew near, and with caressing 
words stooped to inhale its sweetness, making remarks upon its beauty ; 
and dwelling upon the fact that all things upon the material plane have 
their corresponding spiritual prototypes, she laughingly wondered what 
might be the shape and form of the spirit entity which thus expressed 
its life upon the earth in the form of a rose. 

Loving spirit-friends were bending over her, the human flower, 
rejoicing in the unfoldment of her spirit beauty beneath the sun of 
divine love, They had trained her to know their presence, to respond 
to their thoughts. liver their gentle voiceless conversations went on 
with her spirit, and many a page of Nature’s secrets and the hidden 
wisdom of angels was spread open before her mind, in the quiet morn- 
ing walks, or ia the hours just before or at daydawn, ere the flood of 
life’s disturbing cares had set in. So closely had the links of loving 
communion been drawn between her and the invisible habitants of the 
spirit-world, that their very emotions thrilled through her sensitive 
frame; the auras of angelic purity, fragrant and delicious, which they 
gave forth, reached even her physical senses, and lapped her in the 
elysium of heaven; for, indeed, heaven was brought to her very side, 
and entered within her, from the company of heaven’s inhabitants and 
the constant influx of their pure spirit life into her being. 

By long discipline through severest trials, the angel guides had caused 
Cleone to put aside all of self and earth, that isto say all the impurities 
of earth, and to exhale her life in sweetness. If her life was not yet 
perfect, it was as perfect as it could be, and the attitude of her soul was 
that of constant effort and aspiration after the highest. She grew up- 
wards; already she had pierced through earth’s thick atmospheres, and 
bore the blossom of her life in heavenly air, and this it was which made 


her pleasant to angels, 
How beautiful was life to her because of the spirit presences, in- 


visible to others, but which she saw and felt. How beautiful the inno-. 


cent world to her, who could look upon the whin of things, the par- 
tially unveiled lovely soul of nature; the reverse of innocence was pain- 
ful, but taught its lessons of wisdom also. 

Responding to Cleone's earnest longing to see the spirit prototype of 
the rose, some of the friends about her opened her inner vision, and she 
saw a gentle female face of seraphic loveliness, expressing in its fixity 
unconsciousness of surrounding things, seemingly absorbed in the 
flower; the sweet vaporous face was no more, but she treasured it in her 
memory. 

Was it a loving spirit-friend caused the rose to be iransferred by 
gentle human hands from the cheerful drawing-room, filled with the 
songs of birds, and scents of flowers, to Cleone’s quiet bed-chamber, 
where from the centre table its sweetness exhaled through the room, and 
another lovely spirit-presence seemed added to this abode of etherial 
presences ? 

Passing by her table, gratefully bending over the rose, thankfully in- 
haling its breath, fondling, and loving it, Cleone again and again saw 
the lovely spirit of it, Tenderly the ever-watchful gentle face bent 
above it, never glancing up, seeming absorbed in the flower. But long 
vaporous rose-tinted robes covered a form unrevealed, to which the face 
now belonged. 

Night came—the hour of rest--and in Cleone’s room the spirit of the 
rose tended her flower. Surprised and delighted that the lovely vision 
was still given to her, Cleone talked with spirit-friends about it. ‘“ Who 
has called this beautiful being here to delight me? Was it you, 
dear-——? Is itreally the spirit of the rose? May I believe that? 
Or is it a spirit attracted by the beauty of the flower? What will she 
do when the flower is dead? Does she not get tired of this incessant 
watching? Will she not go away? Dear little beauty! I shall miss 
her when she is gone. How sweet it is to know she is there, How 
beautiful my room is with her in it!” 

“I will tell you about her,” replied one of Cleone’s friends. “ She 
is one whose soul has not yet progressed into conscious individuality. 
Her spirit gives itself into the flower, feeding it, and making it expand 
into perfect beauty. She knows the fullest happiness she is capable of 
knowing, and her life is filled with a sufficiency of all things needful to 
her; but she can have no longings, nor can she feel fatigue; it is exist- 
ence, She does not see you yet. But you observe her perfect beauty ? 
She has reached the climax of this state of existence, and the next step 
will be human life. She is near the time of a new birth, and, being of 
a pure and high type, she will not be incarnated in any of the lower 
races of mankind. I have to aid her sons unfoldment. Watch her—I 
will show you something.” 

Lying upon her bed, Cleone watched the spirit still bending over her 
rose ; but at length the vaporous being, as if unconsciously obeying an 
impulse, turned, and was wafted into the air, a little towards the head 
of the bed, where she remained in the same gentle contemplative atti- 
tude. She seemed presently to become conscious of Cleone’s presence, 
and the friend said, “I am drawing out, and intensifying the powers of 
her soul, and making her study you.” 

“ What can I be to her, pretty darling?” 

“Much, You are too great a study for her, in short; she cannot com- 
pass all the wonders of your existence, Dut she is delighted with you 
asa woman, and begins to have ideas she never had before.” 

“ How extraordinary! But she is a woman.” 

“In that form; but not yet perfect. She begins to have ideas of the 
capabilities of womanhood, which ravish her with delight. She is, in 
short, at this moment experiencing what is to her like an apotheosis, au 
exaltation into a new state, which comes by knowledge when the soul is 
ripe for it,” 

Expressing rapture as much as a floating form could express it by 
movement, the geutle being came, and hung in the air directly over 


Cleone’s reclining body, Here she seemed to draw into herself greater i 


consciousness and life: to learn of a larger existence, more exalted 
capabilities of being than her own had ever been, to which she aspired 
as to the life of a god, 

“Iam permitting you to give her something. Are you glad?” 

“t Oh, delighted! Bless her! Let her take all she can get.” 

With a little joyous tinkling laugh, the spirit floated back to her 
former position, and now displayed two tiny snow-white feet beneath her 
rose-coloured robe. With these she seemed especially delighted, and 
for the first time found speech! ‘I have pretty woman’s feet, too, now. 
I can run, and walk, and jump, and dance. I shall be earth-woman, too, 
like you soon. The great God-spirit has told me so; I am so happy; so 
happy! I shall be born a little baby. I shall grow, and be a woman, 
too; and I shall marry, and be a happy wife and mother.” 

The thought sighed through Cleone’s mind without words, as she 
listened with amused and tender sympathy to the innocent joyous words 
of the developing soul. “Ah! may it be all happiness for you, sweet 
one! But even the pains of life will make you greater; so it is all hap- 
piness in the end.” 

But the curtains of dewy sleep drooped heavily over Cleone’s eyes, 
and still looking at, and thinking of the beautiful existence just revealed 
to her, her own spirit sank into unconsciousness. 

At dawn, with returning wakefulness, came the recollection of the 
spirit of the rose. Again, the gentle form hung contemplatively above 
the flower, but an ambient light encircled and haloed it, a light of rain- 
bow hues, As Cleone watched the beautiful sight, the spirit shape 
rose higher, the face assumed a more beatific look, and turned itself up- 
wards. Now the form resolved itself into the rainbow light, and there 
was naught but the lovely rapt face to be seen, Gradually, from the 
delicate rose-tint, which it had always worn, it changed to a pallid 
blue, as if a coloured light had been shed upon it, and paler, paler 
grew, once lighting into a golden glory, then snow white, more and more 
etherial, until like a fleecy cloud melting away on the sun-lit sky, it 
vanished; but a vaporous form, so etherial as scarcely to be seen, 
floated up, up, and exhaled away. 

“ The spirit of the rose has gone to the angels, preparatory to being 
incarnated. The life of the rose is over, as you will soon see, said the 
voice of the spirit-guardian. 

The rose still looked fresh; but in one or two hours its leaves lay 
scattered upon the table. 

Rome, May Ist, 1877. 


A DEVOTIONAL SEANCE FOR WHIT-SUNDAY. 

. Ix compliance with the wishes of several correspondents, a Church 
of England clergyman—the writer of the two recent articles on 
“ Devotional Spiritualism ” in these columns—has consented to hold a 
séance at 8, Upper Bedtord-place, Russell-square, next Sunday morning, 
(Whit-Sunday), at 11.30. He makes the folowing stipulations: First— 
‘That the service shall be strictly private, the invitations being limited 
to friends ; secondly—That, in conducting such private service, he shall 
wear the dress he would wear if officiating in church, and use a 
shortened form of the Communion Oltice—‘‘ Not,” he says, “that I 
attach the slightest importance to the matter of dress per se, or that 1 
think the Church of England service so incomparably superior to all 
others or incapable of improvement; but I wish, as a matter of prin- 
ciple, to attest my conviction that such a service is not incompatible 
with the staunchest allegiance to the Church whereto I deem it my 
privilege to belong.” ‘It is better,” he adds, “ to have these matters 
clearly understood beforehand, so that those who accept an invitation 
may know exactly what they are to expect.” 

The order of service will, he states, be as follows: Opening Hymn, 
No. 142, Part I., from Hymns Ancient and Modern, “ Brief life is here 
our portion.” Ten minutes’ Address, explanatory of the services. 
Second hymn, No. 299, Ancient and Modern, "Art thou weary, &c.,” 
(second tune) Prayers from Church of England Office. Gospel, 
Cousecration Prayer and Commuuion. Short silent séence—previous 
to which will be sung, to tune of hymn 4, Hymns Ancient and Modern, 
the passage xciv. from Tenuyson’s In Memoriam— 


How pure at heart, and sound in head, 

With what Divine affections bold, 

Should be the man whose thought would holt 
An hour's Communion with the Dead. 


In vain shalt thou, or any, call 
The spirits from their golden day, 
Except, like them, thou too canst say— 
“My spirit is at peace with all.” 
They haunt the silence of the breast, 
Imaginations calm and fair ; 
The memory like a cloudless air, 
The conscience as a sea at rest. 


But when the heart is full of din 
And doubt beside the portal waits, 
They can but listen at the gates, 

And hear the household jar within, 


Any private friends who wish to be present are requested to signify 
the same through Mrs, Burke, 8, Upper Bedford-place, Russell-square, 
London, but it must be distinctly understood that only a small number 
of applications can be entertained, and that the séance is a strictly 


private one. 


M. GUSTAVE DE Veu will return to Dresden to-morrow. 


Prince Wittgenstein holds an independent command of a section of 
the Russian army on the Danube, 
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, 
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND 
BIOLOGY, 


Representing the English and American Literature of Spirit- 

nalism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist Nows- 
aper Branch Office, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, 
oudon, W.C. 


[For purposes of mutual convenience the above office has heen 
rented on the premises of the Natlonal Association of Spirit- 
ualists, but the Assoetation aud Zhe Spiritualist Newspaper and 
poplsniag businoss are not in any way connected witli each 
other. 


THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale 
Owen, formerly Amorlcan Minister at the Court of Naples. A 
standard work containing interesting and well-anthentieated 
facts, proving the reality of spirit communion. It also contains 
an els orate essay defining the author's views of the relation- 
ship of Spiritualism to the Christian Church. 7s, 6d. 


FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER 
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorb- 
ing interest, replete with well-authenticated narratives, describ- 
ing manifestations produced by spirits. 7. Gd. 


REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of 
the Dialectical Society. This committee consisted of literary, 
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritual- 
ism for two years without engaging the serviees of any profes- 
sional medium, after which thoy published the report, Original 
edition, 15s, ; moderately abridged edition, 6s, 


RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT- 
UALISM, by William Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever 
published to scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of 
the physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 6s. 

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by 
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.2.0.8. This book contains a masterly 
argument in reply to IInmo's “Essay on Miracles,” Lt also 
records a large number of interesting spiritual manifestations, 
and contains some of the personal experiences of Mr. Wal- 


lace. 53. 

PLANOHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE, 
by Epes Sargent. <A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti- 
cated spiritual phenomena, Information about the relationship 
of Spirituatisin to Religion and Science is also given. 53. 

CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. 
A brilllant well written little essay on Splritualism. Neatly 


bound, with. ilt edges. 2s. 

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. W. 
Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U.S, This 
book consists of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scientific 
aspects of Spiritualism. 83s. 6d. 

WHER ARE THE DEAD? OR, SPIRITUALISM 
EXPLAINED, by Fred. A. Binney, A practically useful work 
for inquirers, giving general information about English profes- 
sional and non-professional mediums, also about the periodical 
and other Literature of Spiritualism, 39. 

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM 
IN ENGLAND, by Benjamin Coleman, Contains importan; 
facts connected with the carly movement in this country with 
which the author was identified. and an aeeount of some of the 
most remarkable of his personal experiences. 18, 

WHAT AM 1? Vol IL, by L. W, Cox, Serjeant-at- 
Law. An Introduction to Psychology. This book admlts the 
reality of some of the Physical Phenomena of Suirituatisin, but 
argues that they are produced by an alleged Psychic Force, 
uneonsciously governed in its action by the thoughts of tho 
medium or the spectators. 8s. The first volume of this hook, 
which deals chiefly with Paa ls out of print. 

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL, bythe Rev. 
F. Q. Lec, D.C.L, This newly-published book eontains Facts 
and Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions, 
Wralths, Warnings, and Witchcraft. Tho author ad mits the 
reality of Spiritual visitations, but considers modern Spiritnal- 
am to be diabolical. Tle, however, gives valnable faets, pre- 
viously Wnpublished, and prints the only authorised and com- 

leto aceount of the Apparition seen by one of the ancestors of 
ord Lyttleton. 2 Vols., crown 8vo., 163. 

REAL LIFE IN SPIRIT LAND. Given through the 
medlumship of Mrs. Maria M, King, This book professes to give 
lfe experiences, scenes, Incidents, and conditions illustrative of 
spirit Hfe. The preface says:—‘Expenenced spirits state pro- 
positions to man in the flesh as they would state thou to each 
other, expecting or hoplng that they will not be taken for 
granted beeause uttered by a spirit, but will be fully weighed in 
the light of all the reason and experience possessed by those 
who receive their instrnctions.” 58, 6d, 

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes 
Sargent. This work, by an American author of acknowledged 
ability, glyes an accoimt of the materialisation of Spirits in 
England and America dnring the past few years in the presence 
of famons meditins and, as a rule, beforo educated witnesses 
of more or less literary and scientific ability. The work also 
contains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology, 
morals, and religion; and it is prefaced with a portrait of tho 
materialised spirit Katie King, copied from a photograph of her 
taken by Mr. Harrison by the aid of the magnesium light. 5s, 

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Lev. 
William Mounlford, The anthor Is an acute and vigorous 
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability. Contents: The 
Anti-Snpernaturalism of the Present Age; Science and the 
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine: Miracles and the Be- 
lieving Spirit; The Scriptures and Puemnatology; Miracles 
and Seience: the: Spirit and the Prophets Thereof; Anti- 
Supernatural Misunderstandings; the Last Eestatie; Matter 
aud Splrit; the Outburst of Spiritualisin ; Thonghts on Spiri- 
tnalisin ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signs; Miracles and 
the Creative Spirit; Miracles and Human Nature; Miracles 
and Pueumatology: the Spirit and the Old Testament; the 
Old Testament and the New; the Spirit: Jesus and the Spirit ; 
Jesus and Resurrectiou; the Church and the Spirit. 12n0., 
600 pp. Cloth 10s. Gd, 

ALLAN KARDHEC'S “SPIRITS BOOK” (Blackwell). 


73 6d. 

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Donton, In 
thls extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor of 
Geology in America, employed elairvoyants to reveal to him 
by vision events eouneeted with the early history of geological 
specimens: these sensitives thus siw the Mastodon and other 
extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they like- 
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals iwere 
surrounded, The author also sent his clairvoyants to examine 
portions of different planets, and they gave descriptions of tha 
Pihabitante, physical geography. and vegetation of each. The 
book ls illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by tho 
sensitlves as the visions passed before their eyes. The substance 
of a review of this book in “The Spiritnalist” was to the effect, 
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also 
possesses sifiicient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would 
not cheat blm, The question as to the reliability of the narratives 
therefore narrows itself down to the question of the reliability 
of clairvoyauce, which, when employed to gain information about 
distant paces on earth, has been found sometimes to give ac- 
eurate’ results and sometimes Inaccurate results, The review 
further expresses the opinion that, if ever interplanetary com- 
munication shonld be established, it will he by means of clair- 
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood 
spiritual powers in man, Three Vols, 24s,; or 8s. per single 
volume. 

POEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits 
through the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. The accusation is some- 
times made by disbelievers that spirit messages are of a'truimpery 
eharacter, bub these beautiful poems give evidence that all split 
utterances aro not go. “Tho Trop hecy of Vala,” published 
jn this book, and professedly given by theSplrlt of Edgar Allen 
Poe, ls better than any which that poct wrote during the whole 
of ib life on earth. Best edition, gilt, 10s, 6d. ; cheap edition, 
fa. 6a, a - 


POEMS OF PROGRESS. Given by spirits through 
the mediumshin of Lizzie Doten. This, like the preceding work, 
is a collection of beautiful poems, 7s. éd. 

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H. 
8. Olcott. Profusely iHustrated. This book is dedicated to Mr, 
William Crookes and Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace. The author 
ls a literary gentleman of high standing in New York. and the 
book consists of deseriptions of seauces at which materialised 
spirits appeared under test conditions, in the presence of the 
author and other witnesses, Pictures of the Mddy Brothers, 
their homestead. and the phenomena presented at their seances, 
are Included in the work, 12s. 6d. 

NATTY, A SPIRIT; HIS PORTRAIT AND HIS 
LIFE. By Allan Potnam. 4s. 


BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER 
Wich, HELPED THEM TO PERFORM, MIGHTY WORKS, 
By Allan Putnam. 6s. 

PSALMS OF LIFE. A collection containing 150 pieces 


of music, and 650 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John S. Adams, 


53, 

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIMITUALIST, 
By Washington A, Danskin, 43. 6d. “ 

POEMS BY ACHSA W., SPRAGUE, for many years a 
public trauee speaker on Spiritual Philosophy. 5s. 

THE FUTURE LIFE, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sweet, with an introduction by Judge Edmonds. 7s. 6d. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspiration- 
ally through the mediumship of Mrs, Maria M. King. Ys 6d. 
THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF PHYSICAL 

MAN SCTENTIFICALLY CONSIDERED. By Iudson Tuttle, 


This book argues that man is contemporary with the Mastodon, 
and details the history of his subsequcnt development. 7s. 6d. 


THE TRRECONCILABLE RECORDS; OR, GENESIS 
AND GEOLOGY. By William Denton. 33, 
MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. By Robert Dale Owen. 


3s. Gd. 

LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the 
testimony of tle departed about the world beyond the grave. 5s, 

AN HOUR WITH THE ANGELS, by A. Brigham, a 
vision of scenes in the Spint Land. 3s. Gd. 

HEAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES FOR THE 
BEREAVED, FROM OUR LITTLE ONES IN GLORY. 
Christian spirit-messages given through the mediumship of F, J. 
T. (Part one), 6d. $ a 

HEAVEN OPENED, containing further deseriptions of, 
and advanced teachings from the Spirit Land. (Part two), od. 

HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL- 
ISM, by M, P. 2s. 6d. g 

WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C.S.; contains 


experiments on Mesmerism and arguments relatiug to Free Will. 
25, 6d. 
STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Olair- 


voyant. 63. 7 age 

THE INNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem. 
By Lizzio Doten. _ 23. 

ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d. 

DAWN. An Ameriean Novel, advocating Progressive 
principles, 68. 6d. 

FLASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT 
WORLD, Through the mediumship of Mrs, Vonant. 7s, 6d. 

BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s. ôd. 

CHRIST IDEA LN HISTORY, by Hudson Tuttle. 7s. 

DENTON’S POEMS. 2s, , 

RADICAL DISCOURSES, by William Denton. 6s. 6d. 

RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton. 6s. Gd, 

OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. 6d. 

BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood’s 
translation.) 7s. 6d. 

SELLS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles. 5s. 

THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. M. Peeblos, 


. GA. 
ROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Peebles. 10s. 


STATUVOLENCE; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM- 


BULISM, _ 73. 6A. 

MRS, CRUWI’S NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. 2s. 

MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM, by Emma 
Ilardinge, 148, 

TIHE TWO WORLDS, by Brevior. 12s. 6d. 

GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTERLAND. Aninteresting 
little book. containing messages given by Spirits through the 
Writing Mediumship of a Lady, 2s, Gd, ` 

PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and 
Dr. Daniel H, Tuke. 259. 

APPARITIONS, by Newton Crosland, 2s, 6d. 

THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU, 
giving information about Spiritual Phenomena among the 
Aiazulu and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rev, Canon 
Callaway, M D., in three parts. 12s, 

OUTLINES OF TEN YQBRAKS' INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE _PITENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM, 
by Thomas P. Barkas. 

APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF PACTS, by the 
Rev. Bourehier Wrey Saville, M.A, 4s. 6d. 

HESPERIA. Poors, by Cora L, V, Tappan. 6s. 

ARCANA OF NATURE, Two Vols, 
Tuttle. 6s. per Vol, 

ARCANA OF SPIRITUALISM, by Hudson Tuttle, 


os. 
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson 


Tuttle. 2s. Gd. 7 

THE SPIRITUAL LYRE. A Collection of Songs for 
the use of Spiritualists. 1s. Paper, 6d. i 

DEMONOLUGY AND WITCHCRAFT, by Sir Walter 
Scott. 63. 

SIGNS BEFORE DEATH. A Reeord ot Strange 
Apparitions, Remarkable Dreams, ete, 3s. 6d. 

STORIES OF INFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2. TISTORY 
OF A COMET.—3. AN INFINITY, by Camille Flammarion. és. 

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO- 
BIOGRAPHY OF TIHE WORLD'S CHILD, by Warren Chase, 
4s. 6d 

NATURE'S LAWS IN HUMAN LIFE. An Ex- 
position of Spiritualism. 6s. 

VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com- 
antninealons from many Spirits by the hand of Isaac Post. 
5s, Gd, 

THE GADERENE; OR, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by 
J. Q. Barrett and J. M. Poebles. 


SECOND-HAND BOOKS. 


THE PHILOSOPAY OF SPIRITS IN RELATION 
TO MATTER. By C. M. Burnett, M.D. 6s. 


THE DEMONIACS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
By Hugh Farmer, 1765, 23, 6d. 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM, by Edwin Lee, M.D. Con- 
tains Records of Experiments relating to Mesmerism, Somnain- 
bulism, and Clairvoyance, and philosophical considerations con- 
nected therewith. This work gamed the prize offered for com- 
petition by the Milan Society for the Kncouragemant of Arts 
and Sciences, (Pub, at 7s. 0d.) 4s, 


By Hudson . 


THE COMING MAN. By the Rev. James Smith, 
formerly Editor of the “Family Ierald.” (2 Vols) 103 


WORKS BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS 


? 
The Poughkeepsie Seer” s, 
Nature's Divine Revelations x ii 
‘he Physician. Vol. I. Gt, Warmonia 
The Teacher, 


y 


The Seer, p Ils, y 5 . 

The Reformer, ,, IV. i ‘ x . . 
The Thinker. w Y R a ‘ $ 8 $ 
Magic Staf. An Autobiography ot A. J. Davis . y A 
A Stellar Key to the Summer Land Á . $ $ 
Arabula, or Divine Guest. i k ' 


Approaching Crisis ; or, Truth v, Theology, y 3 
Answers to Ever-reenrring Questions from the People . 
Children’s Progressive Lyceum Manual : 
Death and the After-Life 

History and Philosophy of Eyil 

Harbinger of Health . $ s a Š é 
Darmonial Man; or, Thoughts for the Age A A 
Events in the Life of a Seer, (Memoranda) . i . 
Philosophy of Special Pravidenca = à . . 
Free Thoughts Concerning Religion š ý W . 
Penetralia; Containing Harmonial Answers k . 
Philosophy of Spiritua! Intercourse ý 4 
The Loner Life; or, Spirit Mysteries Explained . 
The Temple—on Disease ot Brain and Nerves. . ` 
The Fountain, with Jets of New Meanings k 7 . 
Tale of & Physician ; or, Seeds and Fruits of Crime ' 
The Diakka and their Earthly Victims . ¥ . . 
Oonjugal Love; Truth v, Theology . Š i . . 
Morning Leetures =. 
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MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS 


gs a, 
Oriental Religions (Johnson) 5 . . . G 
Religions of the World (Lcigh)—A well-written little book, 
Tecommended by TE SPIRITUALIST Newspaper 26 
Keys of the Creeds ` , x k 5 . š . 60 
The Wheel of the Law (Alahaster)—A book containing in- 
teresting particnlars and legends relating to Buddhism . 14 0 
Three Lectures on Buddhism {Eitel} i . . . 60 
History of American Socialisms (Noyes) . . : zie 0 
The Romantie History of Buddha (Beal) . į $ WE T 6 
Catena of Buddhist Scriptures (Beal) k ý g ~15 0 
Threading my Way, an Antobiogaphy, by Robert Dale Owen. 7 6 
Travels of Fah-Hian and Sun-Yun, Buddhist Pilgrims, from 


China to India (400 A.D. and 618 a.D.), Translated from 
the Chinese by Samuel Beal, B.A. Trin, Con., Cam. .10 6 
The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Tlistories of the Zulus, 
by the Rev. Henry Callaway, M.D. In six parts 16 0 
The Life and ‘Teachings of Confucius, Transated into English, 
viti Preliminary Essays and Explanatory Notes, by James 
egge, D.D. i : 2 : 7 . . 
Myths and Myth-makers. Old Tales and Superstitions inter 
preted by Comparative Mythology, by John Fiske, M.A. . 10 
Awas-I-Tind; or, A Voice from the Ganges, by an Indian Officer 5 
The Life and Works of Mencius. Translated into English 
from the Chinese Classics, by James Legge, D.D., LL.D. , 
On Exalted States of the Nervons System: an (alleged) Ex- 
planation of the Mysteries of Modern Spiritualisin, 
Dreama, Trance, Somnambulist, Vital Photography, Faith 
ill, Origin of Life, Anasathesia, and Nervous Congestiou 
by Robert R. Collyer, M.D. R a . 
The Dervishes; or, Orieutal Spiritualism, by John P. Brown, 
Seeretary of the Legation of the United States of Aiueriea 
at Constautinople . A : $ ` à .12 0 
Son, Remember: an Essay on the Discipline of the Soul beyond 
the Grave, y the Rev. John Panl, BA. . . x 
Mythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North 
Germany and the Netherlands, by Benjamin Thorpe. In 
hrec vols, . A . R P : 18 c 
The Koran; eommonly called the Alcoran of Mahommed, 
Translated into Eùglish immediately from the original 
Arabic, by George Sale . 5 è x ` 10 
The Childhood of the World, by Edward Clodd, F.R.A.S. 
Special editiou for Schools ‘ 1 
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CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOGRAPHS OF CELE. 
BRATED AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTS. 
Price One Shilling Each. 


1 Judge Edmonds: 2, Professor Wm. Denton; 3 Miss Lilzzle 
Den Mre buther Sow: E ae. ae Birch ¿ "me late 
r. William e; 7, Dr. Frederic . Wilis; & X $ 
Peebles; 9 Mr. A. J, Davis; 10. Mrs. Conant, kas 
CARTE DE VISITE PORTRAITS OF MR. HENRY 
WARD BEECHER (who Is not a Spiritualist), 18. each. 


TRACTS AND PAMPHLETS. 
WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM? by Thomas Gales 
Forster. A useful Tract for Inquirery. 
THY MINISTRY OF ANGELS REALISED, by A. E 
Vewton, 18, 
THE LIF OF WILLIAM DENTON, by J. H. 


Powell, 1s. 

TWENTY YEARS ON THE WING; a Narrative of 
the Travels and Labours of a Missionary Spiritualist, by the Rev. 
J. Murray Spear, 19, 


MEDIUMS ane MEDIUMSHIP, by Thomas R. 
azard. Gd. 
ELEVEN DAYS AT MORAVIA, by T. R. Havard. 


êd. 

CLAIMS OF SPIRITUALISM; a Narrative of Per- 
sonal Experiences in the Investigation of Spiritualism, by a 
Gentleman of Education and Religious Culture, 13, 


MESMERISM AND ITS HEALING POWER by 
Adoh, uus Didier, 2s, 

THE PROVINCE OF PSYCHOLOGY. By Mr. Ser- 
jeant Cox, 18, 

WHY I AM A SPIRITUALIST, AND WHY} AM 


NOT ORTHODOX, by J. B. Augell, Judge Edmonds sys of 
this little pamphlet: * There 1s in it a good deal of genuine 
good feeling, sonnd common sense, and deep thought.” Gd. 


REVIVALS, THETR CAUSE AND CURE, by 
Hudson Tuttle. 2d. 

SPIRITUALISM; ITS CAUSES AND EFFECTS, 
by Baron Dirckinek-TTolmfeld. 6d. 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST, AND ITS PHENO- 
MENA, by F. R. Young 6l 

CONCERNING MIRACLES, by Thomas Brevior. 3d, 

ALL ABOUT CHARLES H. FORSTER, THR 
WONDERFUL MEDIUM. 2s. 

ORDEAL OF LIFE. Given Psychometrically through 
the mediumship of Dr. C. Gunnell. 2s. 

MEDIUMSHIP, ITS LAWS AND CONDITIONS, 


by J. H. Powell. 18, 
AGASSIZ AND SPIRITUALISM, by Allen Putnain. 


13 

THE GIST OF SPIRITUALISM. A course of five 
Lectures, By Warren Chase, 29. 

MESMERISM, SPIRITUALISM, WITCHCRAFT, 
AND MIRACLE, by Allen Putnam. _ 1s. 6d. 

IS IT THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE? by William 
D, Gunning. 94. 

THE ROAD TO SPIRITUALISM by Dr, R. T. 
Hellock, 2s, 


ly 


THE SPIRITUALIST. 


May 18, 1877. 


HE GREAT QUESTION OF THE DAY. 
How to Prevent Premature Death from Disease, or 
Prevention of the Propagation of Infectious Diseases. Startling 
but True. 

How long are we to be left in sanitary matters at the mercy 
of the ignorant and careless? The Zimes states that 100,000 
cases annually of illness from typhoid fever alone may be set 
down as preventable, Upwards of 500,000 persons have died 
of this preventable disease since the death of PRINCE 
ALBERT TBE GREAT AND GOOD. Under the Moosic 
Jaw the nations were in a higher position in sanitary matters 
than the world to-day, while their appliances were rude in 
comparison to ours, 


NQUESTS.—A STARTLING ARRAY OF 

PREVENTABLE DEATIL—Why should Fever, that vile 
slayer of millions of the human race, not be as much and more 
hunted up, and its career stopped, as the solitary wretch who 
causes his fellow a violent death? The murderer, as he is 
called, is quickly made example of by the law. Fevers are 
almost universally acknowledged to be preventab’e diseases; 
how is it that they are allowed to level their thousands every 
year, and millions to suffer almost without protest? The most 
ordinary observer must be struck with the huge blunder. 
WHO'S TO BLAME? For the means of preventing prema- 
ture death from disease read a large illustrated sheet given 
with each bottle of ENO’S FRUIT SALT; the information is 
invaluable, The Fruit Salt (one of nature's own products) 
keeps the blood pure, and is thus of itself one of the most 
valuable means of keeping the blood free from fevers and 
blood poisons, liver complaints, &c., ever discovered. As a 
means of preserving and restoring health it is unequalled; and 
jt is, moreover, a pleasaut, refreshing, and invigorating 
beverage, After a patient and careful observation of ita effects 
when used, I have no hesitation in stating that, if its GREAT 
VALUE in keeping the body healthy was universally known, 
not a household in the land would be without it, nor a single 
travelling trunk or portmanteau but would contain it, 


NO’S FRUIT SALT,.—A gentleman writes :— 

“In cases of billous headaches, followed by severe 

attacks of fever, ENO’S FRUIT SALT has acted like a charm 

when all other treatment failed. The day is not far distant 

when tho neglect of its use in all fevers and diseases resulting 

from poisoned blood will be considered criminal.”—See 
Stomach and its Trials, 10th edition, post free 14 stamps. 


What every TRAVELLING TRUNK and 


OUSEHOLD IN THE WORLD ought to 
contain—a bottle of ENO'S FRUIT SALT. 
Without such a simple precaution the JEOPARDY of life is 
immensely increased. 


As a HEALTH-GIVING, REFRESHING, COOLING, and 
INVIGORATING BEVERAGE, or as a GENTLE LAXA- 
TIVE and TONIC in the VARIOUS FORMS of INDIGES- 


TION, use - 
ENO’S FRUIT SALT 
(PREPARED FROM SOUND RIPE FRUIT). 


It is the best preventive and cure for all Functional Derange- 
ments of the Liver, Temporary Congestion arising from Alco- 
holic Beverages, Biliousness, Sick Headache, Skin Eruptions, 
Impure Blood, Pimples on the Face, Giddiness, Feverishness 
or Feverish Colds, Mental Depression, Want of Appetite, Con- 
stipation, Vomiting, Sea Sickness, Thirst, &c, avd to remove 
the effects of Errors of Eating and Drinking; also Gouty or 
Rheumatic Poisons from tbe Blood, the negleet of which often 
results in Apoplexy, Heart Disease, and Sudden Death, 

Notwithstanding its medicinal value,.the FRUIT SALT 
must be looked upon as essential as breathing fresh air, or as 
a simple and safe beverage under all circumstances, and may 
pe taken as a sparkling and refreshing draught in the same 
way as lemonade, soda water, potass water, &c., only it is much 
cheaper and beiler in every sense of the term, to an unlimited 
extent. Being a genuine product of nature, it isa true or natural 
way of restoring or preserving health, 


To Europeans who propose visiting or residing in HOT 
CLIMATES, I consider the FRUIT SALT to be an indispens- 
able necessary, for by its use the system is relieved of poisonous 
matter, the result of eating to nearly the same extent, and of 
too rich food, as they do in a colder country, while so much 
heat-making food is not required in the warmer climate. By 
keeping the system clear, the Fruit Salt takes away the 

. groundwork of malarious diseases, and all liver complaints, 
and neutralises poisonous matter. Out of a large number of 
Testimonials we select the following :— 

A M.D. (EDINB,) and MR.C.S„ L A.C. London, writes :— 
«I am much pleased with your Fruit Salt, having tried it on 
myself. Your theory and remarks are most reasonable. 
Haymg nearly died of Typhold, when studying at College, 
being toe only one out of sixteen who recovered, I mean to go 
in well for purifying the blood. Though I am sixty-three, I 
have not the least doubt it will be very serviceable to me.” 

A Gentleman writes:—‘‘I feel quite certaiu, if your FRUIT 
SALT was known in INDIA and the COLONIES, that the 
sale would not be limited to thousands of bottles per annum, 
but MANY MILLIONS. India alone would use more than 
all England.’, 

“Your Fruit Salt is beyond all praise. I wish you would 
sell it here; it would make its own way by its own merit.”— 
T. A. SoOMERBY, Councillor-at-law, 20, Old State House, Boston, 
USA. ` 

A lady wrltes: “ Everything, medlcine or food, ceased to 
act properly for at least three months hefore I commenced 
taking it; the little food J could take generally punished me or 
returned. My life was one of great suffering, so that I must 
have succumbed before long. To me and our family it has 
been a great earthly blessing. I feel I cannot say toc much 
for it, ‘The least I can dois to do my best to make the Fruit 
Salt known to other sufferers. I am getting better rapidly, 
and expect to totally recover, after spending hundreds of 
pounds and travelling about for twelve years.” 

Messrs. Gibson and Son, Chemists, of Hexham, say: “ Since 
wo introduced your Fruit Salt at Hexham a few mouths ago, 
we have sold upwerds of 1,000 bottles, and it gives general 
satisfaction, as customers who get italmost alway srecommend 
it to their friends, We have had numerous instances of its 
great efficacy in the cure of bilious headaches, indigestion, or 
stomach complaints, &e.” 


“14, Rue dela Paix, Paris, Jan. 16, 1877, 


“A gentleman called in yesterday. He is a eonstant 
sufferer from Chronic Dyspepsia, end has taken all sorts of 
Mineral Waters. I reeammended him to give your Salt a trial 
which he did, and received great beneflt. He says he never 
knew what it was to be without pain until he tried your Salt, 
and for the future shali never be without itin the house. - 

: “ M, BERAL” 


SOLD BY ALL CHEMISTS, PRICE 2s, 9d, AND 4s. 6d, 


Sole Agent for Paris—PIHARMACIE DE BERAL, 14, RUE 
` ; DE LA PAIX, : 


“SPIRITUALISM : 


New Works on its Phenomena, Philosophy, and 
: Present Position. 


BY “M.A, (OXON.)” 


I HAVE becn freqnently asked to publish a book on Spirit- 
ualism, The facilities which I have enjoyed for personal 
investigation, my acquaintance with the literature of the 
subject and with prominent workers in it, and the attention 
that I have paid to the investigation of its yarious phases, have 
seemed to many to fit me for such a duty. 

It is easier asked than done. A book on Spiritualism, if it 
did but sketch the subject, should be very voluminous; and, 
when written, it would be found to omit more than it dis- 
cussed or recorded, I cannot write such a book; nor do I 
think it desirable that any such attempt should be made in the 
present state of our knowledge. 

But I do think it very important that any person who has 
special facilities for observation should use them, and record 
their results as best he can. In this belief, I have kept careful 
records of what I have secn, and from time to time have pub- 
lished Essays and Reviews on the published opinions of others, 
I have also priuted a number of chapters of Personal Research 
in the Phenomena and Philosophy of Spiritualism, and have 
selected, from a mass that have been automatically written out, 
certain Spirit-teachings. 

I propose to collect and complete these works, 

First, I wish to print a volume of Essays and REVIEWS, 
It will contain, in addition to a number of Reviews of works 
of standard American authors—Olcott, Sargent, Tuttle, 
Crowell, and others—and a long Essay on the Transcorporeal 
Action of Spirit, which have already appeared, much original 
matter not yet published. A special feature of the book will 
be the introduction to general readers of the best books on 
Modern Spiritualism. 

The volume will be published at 10s if sufficient names are 
enrolled as subscribers to show that such a book is wanted, 
and will pay expeuses. I decliue pecuniary risk. 

I propose hereafter (but not now) to issue two other works, 
—one “ SPIRIT TEACHINGS,” dealing with the religious aspect 
of the question; the other, “ RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA 
AND PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALISM,” dealiug with the whole 
subject in its experimental phases, and with the theory and 
philosophy of it. These will come in due time if they find 
& place. 

For the present I put forward only “ESSAYS AND REVIEWS,” 

The following friends have kindly formed themselyes into a 
committee with a view of carrying out business arrangements. 
Those to whose uame * is prefixed will receive names of 
Subscribers, and Mr. Percival, the Treasurer, will receive 
subscriptions as they become due. 

Details of publication will be given when it becomes clear 
that the book will meet a demand. Unless a sufficient number 
of copies—about 500—be subscribed for I shall consider that 
it is not wise to print. 

I respectfully beg that no business letters may be sent to 
me, as my time is already overtaxed, 

“MLA. (OXON).” 


Names of Committee. 
*Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, 21, Green-street, Grosvenor-sq., W. 
Mrs. Fitz-gerald, 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park, W. 
*Mrs, Tebb, 7, Albert-road, Regent’s Park, N.W. 
*S. T, Speer, Esq., 18, Alexandra-road, N.W. 
*O. C. Massey, Esq., 96, Portland-place, W. 
T. Shorter, Esq , 23, Priuce of Wales’-road, N.W. 
*B. Coleman, Esq, 1, Bernard-villas, Central-hill, Upper 
Norwood. 
F, W. Percival, Esq., 15, Conduit-street, Bond-street, W., 
Treasurer, to whom all Names are to be sent in, 
together with all subscriptions when payable, 


Subscribers who do not wish their names to be published, 
should inform Mr. Percival to that effect. 


HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT 
HOME. 


Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism should begin 
by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present, Should no results be obtained 
on the first occasion, try again with other sitters. One or 
more persons possessing medial powers without knowing it 
are to be found in nearly every household, 

Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, but cool 
rather than warm—let arrangements be made that nobody 
shall enter it, and that there shall be no interruption for one 
hour during the sitting of the circle. 

Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, about 
the same number of each sex. Sit round an uncovered 
wooden table, with al] the palms of the hands in contact with 
its top surface, Whether the hands touch each other or not 
is usually of no importance. Any table will do, just large 
enough to conveniently accommodate the sitters. The re- 
moval of a hand from the table for a few seconds does no 
harm, but when one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving 
the tahle it sometimes, but not always, considerably delays the 
manifestations. 

Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead-pencils 
and some sheets of clean writing paper on the table, to write 


‘down any communications that may be obtained. 


People who do not like each other should not sit in the samo 
circle, for such a want of harmony tends to prevent manifes- 
tations, except with well-developed physical mediums; it is 
not yet known why. Belief or unbelief has no influence on 
the manifestations, but an acrid feeling against them is fre- 
quently found to be a weakening influence. 

Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in 
genera] conversation or in singing, and it is best that neither 
bhould be of a frivolous nature. 

The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often a 
feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the hands. The first 
manifestations will probably be table tiltings or raps. 

When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, to 
avoid confusion let one person only speak; he should talk to 
the table as to an intelligent being. Let him tell the table tbat 
three tilts or raps mean ‘ Yes,” one means “No,” and two 
mean Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is ‘under- 
‘stood. If three signals be given in answer, then say, “If I 
speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every 
time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out a mes- 
sage?” Should three signals be given, set to work on the 
plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent system of 
2zonimunication is established. 

Afterwards the question should be put, “Are we sitting in the 
. right order to get the best manifestations?” Probably some 
members of the circle will then be told to change seats with 
each other, and the signals will afterwards be strengthened. 
Next ask “ Who is the medium?" When the intelligence 
asserts itself to be related or known to anybody present, well- 
chosen questions should be put to test the accuracy of the 
statements, as the alleged spirits are found to exhibit all the 
virtues and all the failings of humanity, 


THE SPIRITUALIST FUND. 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR 1877 AND 1878. 

£38, d 
50 
20 
20 
15 
10 


Le Comte de Bullet ....... 
J.N.T, Martheze, Esq. 
Martin R. Smith, Esq. . 
Alexander Tod, Esq.. 

Charles Blackburn, Esq. 


Alexander Calder, Esq. 10 
N. F, Dawe, Esq. . 10 
G&G. C. Joad, Esq... 10 
The Hon. A. Aksakof , 10 


J. M, Gully, Esq., M.D.. 
Sir Charles Isham, Bart.. 
James Mylno, Esq. . 


C.T 
George Sutherland, Esq.. 
T. E. Partridge, Esq.. 
Thomas Grant, Esq... 
The Countess of Caithness 
Mr. and Mrs. Cranstoun 
2 Friend seess 


D A r N e A e a Oa 


Mrs. E. Dixon ..sessessoee 
The Rev, W. Whitear . 
Dr, Baikic.,.ccsssecorsseree 
Miss Whitear .......... 

Hensleigh Wedgwood, Esq., M.R.1 
Mt, Lowe ... 


' 
Ennesfallen...... 
W. O. Pickersgil 
We os 
GV... 
S. T. Speer, Esq., M.D. 
W. M. Buchanan, Esq., M.D.. 
A. Vacher, Esq, .. 
Colonel Olcovt..... 
The Baroness von Vay.. 
George Lee, Esq. 
G. R. Tapp, Esq. 
Mrs. Maltby...... 
B. W. Pycock, Esq. 
Mrs. Nosworthy esses. 
C. T. Hook, Esq. 
Major Menars..... 
A, Glendinning, Esq. 
T. P. Barkas, Esq., F.G.S. , 
D. Fitz-Gerald, Esq., M.S.TeL E. 
Mrs. Heunings ... . 

Dr. George Wyld 
Miss Allen.......... 
W. P. Adshead, Esq 
John Mould, Esq. 
J.P. Turner, Esq. 
J.T. Dodd, Esq. 
Mrs. Jeffreys 
J.C. Eno a.. 
Miss Douglas , 
Jobn Scott, Esq. 
J.C. Ferguson, Esq. 
A. ©. Swinton, Esq. 
Mrs. Makdougall Gregory 
Mrs. Tyndall ...... 
Lieut.-Col, Jacoby 
John Chapman, Esq. 
G. F. Green, Esq, ... 
Mrs. E. K. Beoby 
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M. J. Walhouse, 

A Friend .... 

A Friend . 

Ds TS ori 

Miss Pearce. 

J.T. My. acess ss a 

Subscriptions to this Fund should be remitted to W. H, 
HARRISON, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C. 


HE FOOD THAT WE LIVE ON. In- 

structive, astonishing, true. A POEM of five hundred 

lines, Composed and designed by Sir Charles Isham, Bart. 

Including some Vegetarian Society fiy-sheets, Price Js. Sold 

for the benefit of the society, and obtainable of Sir Charles 
Isham, Lamport Hall, Northampton. 
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FOR THE TOILET, THE NURSERY, AND FOR SITAVING | 
Pure, Fragrant and Durable, 
MR. ERASMUS WILSON, F.R.S., 
States (in the Journal of Cutaneous Medicine) 
PEAR’S TRANSPARENT SOAP 


Js an article of the nicest and most carcful manufacture, avd 
one of the most refreshing and agreeable of balms to tbe skin. 

Sold by Chemlsts and Perfumers everywhere, and by 
Pran’s, 91, Great Russell-street, London. 


By Royal Letters Patent 
“ KRINE COSMETIC,” THE HAIR 


BEAUTIFIER, 
PROMOTES THE GROWTH OF THE HAIR, AND 
IMPARTS TO IT A HEALTHY BRILLIANOY; 

IT CLEANSES TIE HEAD, AND 
RESTORES TO GREY HAIR ITS ORIGINAL COLOUR, 
itis a Preventive of Cold in the Head, and affords a 
grateful relief to Headache. 

This Hair Wash will not-soil the most delicate Lace or 
Cambrie. It is entirely free from lead and all ovher mineral 
and noxious ingredients, as may be proved by chemical 
analysis, 

The aboye fact renders THE “KRINE COSMETIO” an 
invaluable preparation for the Nursery as well as for the 
Toilet of the Adult, superseding the use of Pomade or any 


other emollient, 

Sold by Chemists and Perfumers at 3s. 6d, per Bottle, 
Wholesale and Retail by FIELD and Co., 267, High Holborn, 
London, W.C.; or of Mr. JOHN Rovsx, 80, George-street, 


Sloane-square, S.W. 


Printed for the Proprietor by BEVERIDGE & Co.„ at the 
Holborn Printing Works, Fullwood’s Rents, High Holborn 
in the Parish of St. Andrew-above-Bar and St. George 
the Martyr, London, and published by E. W, ALLEN, Aye 
Maria-lane, London, E.O, 


